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Why cant HIV 
be cured? 


Researchers from the Division 

of Infectious Diseases at the 
University of Minnesota are 
looking for HIV+ and HIV- people 
to participate in research studies. 


The aim of these studies is to 
find out why HIV persists and 
can’t be cured with HIV drugs. 


You do not need to be on HIV 
drugs to qualify. 


Several opportunities are 
available and depending upon 
the study, you may be started 
on HIV drugs or your current 
drug regimen may be adjusted. 
Compensation and time 
requirements vary based on the 
study for which you may qualify. 


If you are interested in participating, have any questions, or would like more 
information about current studies, visit www.hiv.umn.edu or call 612-625-7472 
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Protecting your success in life shouldn't Get a free complete 
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sure all your success is 
With a diverse selection of providers and properly insured 
policies, AAA Minneapolis Insurance 
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protect all that is priceless in your life. insurance anaminneapolis.com 
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ARRESTED* 
call JEFF DEAN 
Defense Attorney 


* Has won multiple criminal sexual conduct cases 

* Numerous indecent exposure dismissals 

* Represented hundreds of people charged with DWI/DUI 

* Other Wins: Assault/Domestic Assault, Drug charges, Internet crimes, Theft charges 


"Jeff was a lifesaver for me in what I thought was a hopeless situation. | was charged with a serious crime and Jeff Dean won my case. 
It's so nice to be free of the worry” 
D.H. Former Client 


WWW.JEFFDEANLAW.COM 
(612) 305-4360 
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GO TO WWW.LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/ 
CATEGORY/CONTESTS-AND-PROMOTIONS/ 


+ 


DIGITAL EXTRA: DINING GUIDE 


GET YOUR NEWS IN 12 LANGUAGES! 


http://biggaynews.com today! 


Winter is upon us, and no one is purer than the driven snow than America's 
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random silliness! Simply click on over to http://wandawisdom.com! 


BigGayNews.com 
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V German Funeral Directors Launch Gay Coffins 
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Homecare Assist is a “Class А” licensed agency 
with 24-hour availability, quick 
response and no contract for: 


Home CARE AIDES 
COMPANIONS 
SKILLED NURSE VISITS 
MEDICATION SET-UP AND MONITORING 
END or LIFE CARE 
RESPITE 


Providing compassionate care 


Regardless of race, age, 
Disability, sex, sexual orientation 
Or gender identity 


Call today for your 


complimentary assessment 
763-557-1126 


Committed and trained to serve the GLBT community 


What's Your Plan? 


Roya Moltaji 
Financial Planner, CFP®, ChFC®, CASL™ 
| Financial Services Representative 

| 7900 International Drive, Suite 700 
Bloomington, MN 55425 
rmoltaji@metlife.com 

| www.FinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 


Call Roya today at 952-769-2126. 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, NY, NY & I 

10166. Financial Planning offered through Ke 
MetLife Securities, Inc., a registered investment ` 
adviser. 10510107371 [exp0511] [MN] 2 


For the if in life.° MetLife 


Community is important. It becomes your family, your friends and 
your home. That’s why Wells Fargo is committed to working with 
communities to support their financial stability and growth. In fact, 
we have made significant contributions to LGBT organizations over 
the past 20 years and encourage our team members to volunteer. 
When communities prosper, we all succeed. 


© 2010 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (131843_00647) 
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“Personal Attention - Professional Results” 
Free Consultation • Affordable Fees 


BECKY A. MOSHIER 


ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 
651.645.1211 


2233 University Ave. W. Ste. 420 e St. Paul 
10 minutes to Downtown Minneapolis or St. Paul 


In my 20th year of service to our с 


We are a debt relief agency. We help people file Ё 


When you need professional help, we understand. We talk with 
the IRS so you don't have to. We have been preparing all types of , ; 
taxes current and back taxes for over 20 years. We also provide | 2: 


Product sales. 
KAREN R. PALM CPA 
612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


aloft hotels celebrate style in a no-walls, no-limits space. 
Stay or visit aloft Minneapolis and experience: 
feel the vibe as you mix and mingle over music and specialty elixers 
by aloft™ grab & go gourmet light mea 2 
catch up on the buzz as you meet, surf the net, or play a game of pool 
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900 Washington Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55415 
aloft hotels...the new tWist™ in travel—a vision of W Hotels 
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DIALOGUE * A WORD IN EDGEWISE 


Hear Voices 


о many voices...no one can hide. Through 

TV, iPod, iPhone—even print—one hears 

them. “Peace on Earth, Goodwill to Men” 

blares throughout the merchant realm, but 
the voices form a mixed chorus. 

Arkansas school board member Clint McCance 
urged all gay kids to “kill thereselves [sic].” 

Meanwhile, 14-year-old Graeme Taylor made an im- 
passioned, articulate speech before the school board members of Howell, 
Michigan. He lauded teacher Jay Mc Dowell, who had been suspended, in 
part, for wearing a purple shirt in solidarity with GLBT students. 

Taylor declared, “This teacher, whom I fully support, finally stood 
up and said something. I’ve been...in classrooms...where children 
have said the worst things—the kinds of things that helped drive me 
to a suicide attempt at only 9 years old.” 

Megachurch Pastor Jim Swilly, of Atlanta’s Conyers Church in 
the Now, came out to his congregation, hoping to change attitudes 
toward homosexuality. He cited the recent rash of gay teen suicides 
as his motive, adding, “I know a lot of straight people think it is a 
choice. It is not.” 

Swilley, 52, and father of four, knew he was gay since he was a 


little boy. He credited his ex-wife, Debye, who knew his secret, with 
urging him to follow his church’s motto: “Real people experiencing a 
real God in the real world.” 

The November 15 issue of Newsweek featured Brian Brown, 
whose National Organization for Marriage (NOM) was a major fac- 
tor in rolling back gay-marriage initiatives in Maine and California, 
as well as ousting three Iowa Supreme Court justices who ruled to 
legalize same-sex marriage in 2009. 

Brown, whose wife is expecting their seventh child, is determined that 
only those who fit his definition of marriage should have that legal right. 

As Brown averred, “If gay marriage is allowed, then the state is 
essentially saying that my views on marriage, and the majority of 
Americans’ views on marriage, are equivalent to discrimination.... 
And, ultimately, same sex-marriage is not true.” 

Never mind all the other forms and definitions of marriage over the 
centuries. Brown’s is not a mind to be changed by fact, logic, or the law. 
Far from a McCance, he is articulate and persuasive. He is Oxford-edu- 
cated (the Unabomber was Harvard 62). He is willing, like all fanatics, 
to pursue his goal оге. He has the clout and cash to do so. 

So many voices—which ones will prevail in 2011 and the coming 
years? E.B. BOATNER 


For fifteen years The Harbor Group has 
been navigating our community through 
current legal and financial systems 
that impact your family. 


The Harbor Group, Inc. 
An Independent Financial and Legal Firm 
200 Village Center Drive, Suite 700 
North Oaks, MN 55127 
651-633-5611 
www.harborgroupcommunity.com 


Securities offered through Harbour Investments, Inc. 
Member FINRA/SIPC 
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INJURED? 


Auto Accidents * Serious Burns 
Medical Malpractice * Wrongful Death 
Dog Bites * Dangerous Products 


INJURY LAW 


TERRY ISLANE 
RUOHONEN 


Proud sponsor of 


Steve Terry 


Call Today! 
5544 


612.333.5544 


763.712.4880 


ШО Еее Unless We Recover 


www.TSRIBjuryLaw.com 


Hey, have you heard the news? 


For eligible patients, Merck covers 
up to $400 on out-of-pocket costs, 
for each of up to 12 prescriptions. 


Introducing the Savings Coupon? for 
ISENTRESS. Eligibility restrictions, terms, 


and conditions apply.? To find out more, call 


1-866-350-9232 or visit isentress.com. 


You are encouraged to report negative side 
effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 
1-800-FDA-1088. 


a For eligible privately insured patients. Not valid for 
residents of Massachusetts. Restrictions apply. 
Please see full Terms and Conditions on isentress.com. 


— 
ISENTRESS 


raltegravir tablets 


© MERCK Copyright © 2010 Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp., a subsidiary of Merck & Co., Inc. All rights reserved. 21052655(18)-11/10-ISN-CON 


INDICATIONS 

ISENTRESS is an anti-HIV medicine used for the treatment of HIV. ISENTRESS must be used with other 
anti-HIV medicines, which may increase the likelihood of response to treatment. 

The safety and effectiveness of ISENTRESS in children has not been studied. 

It is important that you remain under your doctor’s care. 


ISENTRESS will NOT cure HIV infection or reduce your chance of passing HIV to others through sexual 
contact, sharing needles, or being exposed to your blood. 


IMPORTANT RISK INFORMATION 


A condition called Immune Reconstitution Syndrome can happen in some patients with advanced HIV 
infection (AIDS) when anti-HIV treatment is started. Signs and symptoms of inflammation from opportunistic 
infections may occur as the medicines work to treat the HIV infection and strengthen the immune system. 
Call your doctor right away if you notice any signs or symptoms of an infection after starting ISENTRESS. 
Contact your doctor immediately if you experience unexplained muscle pain, tenderness, or weakness while 
taking ISENTRESS. This is because on rare occasions muscle problems can be serious and can lead to 
kidney damage. 

When ISENTRESS has been given with other anti-HIV drugs, side effects included nausea, headache, 
tiredness, weakness, trouble sleeping, stomach pain, dizziness, depression, and suicidal thoughts and actions. 
Rash occurred more often in patients taking ISENTRESS and darunavir together than with either drug separately, 
but was generally mild. 


| am outgoing. 
I am on the go. 
I am a newlywed. 


I am HIV positive. 


You are special, unique, and different from anyone else. 
And so is your path to managing HIV. When you're ready 
to start HIV therapy, talk to your doctor about a medication 
that may fit your needs and lifestyle. 


In clinical studies lasting 96 weeks, patients being treated with HIV medication for the 
first time who took ISENTRESS plus Truvada: 


+ Had a low rate of side effects 
— The most common side effect of moderate to severe intensity (that interfered 
with or kept patients from performing daily activities) was trouble sleeping 


—This side effect occurred more often in patients taking ISENTRESS plus Truvada 
(4%) versus Sustiva plus Truvada (3%) 


Experienced less effect on LDL cholesterol (“bad” cholesterol) 
— Cholesterol increased an average of 7 mg/dL with ISENTRESS plus Truvada 
versus 21 mg/dL with Sustiva plus Truvada 


Ask your doctor about ISENTRESS. 
Not sure where to start? Visit isentress.com/questions 


People taking ISENTRESS may still develop infections, including opportunistic infections or other conditions that 
occur with HIV infection. 


Tell your doctor about all of your medical conditions, including if you have any allergies, are pregnant or plan to 
become pregnant, or are breast-feeding or plan to breast-feed. ISENTRESS is not recommended for use during 
pregnancy. Women with HIV should not breast-feed because their babies could be infected with HIV through their 
breast milk. 


Tell your doctor about all the medicines you take, including prescription medicines like rifampin (a medicine used 
to treat infections such as tuberculosis), non-prescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. 


You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 


For more information about ISENTRESS, please read the Patient Information on the following page. 


ШЫР ЕД АКАУ) Call 1-866-350-9232 


® 
ISENTRESS is a registered trademark of Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp., a subsidiary of Merck & Co., Inc. 
Copyright © 2010 Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp., a subsidiary of Merck & Co., Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Patient Information 
ISENTRESS® (eye sen tris) 
(raltegravir) Tablets 


Read the patient information that comes with ISENTRESS' before you start taking 
it and each time you get a refill. There may be new information. This leaflet is a 
summary of the information for patients. Your doctor or pharmacist can give you 
additional information. This leaflet does not take the place of talking with your 
doctor about your medical condition or your treatment. 


What is ISENTRESS? 

e ISENTRESS is an anti-HIV (antiretroviral) medicine used for the treatment 
of HIV. The term HIV stands for Human Immunodeficiency Virus. It is the 
virus that causes AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome). ISENTRESS 
is used along with other anti-HIV medicines. ISENTRESS will NOT cure HIV 
infection. 

e People taking ISENTRESS may still develop infections, including 
opportunistic infections or other conditions that happen with HIV infection. 

e Stay under the care of your doctor during treatment with ISENTRESS. 

* The safety and effectiveness of ISENTRESS in children has not been studied. 


ISENTRESS must be used with other anti-HIV medicines. 


How does ISENTRESS work? 
e |SENTRESS blocks an enzyme which the virus (HIV) needs in order to make 
more virus. The enzyme that ISENTRESS blocks is called HIV integrase. 
e When used with other anti-HIV medicines, ISENTRESS may do two things: 
1. Reduce the amount of HIV in your blood. This is called your "viral load". 
2. Increase the number of white blood cells called CD4 (T) cells. 
e |SENTRESS may not have these effects іп all patients. 


Does ISENTRESS lower the chance of passing HIV to other people? 
No. ISENTRESS does not reduce the chance of passing HIV to others through sexual 
contact, sharing needles, or being exposed to your blood. 

* Continue to practice safer sex. 

* Use latex or polyurethane condoms or other barrier methods to lower the 
chance of sexual contact with any body fluids. This includes semen from a 
man, vaginal secretions from a woman, or blood. 

* Never re-use or share needles. 

Ask your doctor if you have any questions about safer sex or how to prevent 

passing HIV to other people. 


What should | tell my doctor before and during treatment with ISENTRESS? 
Tell your doctor about all of your medical conditions. Include any of the following 
that applies to you: 
* You have any allergies. 
* Youare pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 
- ISENTRESS is not recommended for use during pregnancy. 
ISENTRESS has not been studied in pregnant women. If you take 
ISENTRESS while you are pregnant, talk to your doctor about how 
you can be included in the Antiretroviral Pregnancy Registry. 
* You are breast-feeding or plan to breast-feed. 
= It is recommended that HIV-infected women should not breast-feed 
their infants. This is because their babies could be infected with HIV 
through their breast milk. 
- Talk with your doctor about the best way to feed your baby. 


Tell your doctor about all the medicines you take. Include the following: 
* prescription medicines, including rifampin (a medicine used to treat some 
infections such as tuberculosis) 
* non-prescription medicines 
* vitamins 
* herbal supplements 


Know the medicines you take. 
* Keep a list of your medicines. Show the list to your doctor and pharmacist 
when you get a new medicine. 


How should | take ISENTRESS? 


Take ISENTRESS exactly as your doctor has prescribed. The recommended 
dose is as follows: 
* Take only one 400-mg tablet at a time. 
Take it twice a day. 
Take it by mouth. 
Take it with or without food. 


Do not change your dose or stop taking ISENTRESS or your other anti-HIV 
medicines without first talking with your doctor. 


IMPORTANT: Take ISENTRESS exactly as your doctor prescribed and at the 
right times of day because if you don't: 
* The amount of virus (HIV) in your blood may increase if the medicine is 
stopped for even a short period of time. 
e The virus may develop resistance to ISENTRESS and become harder to treat. 
* Your medicines may stop working to fight HIV. 
° The activity of ISENTRESS may be reduced (due to resistance). 


"Registered trademark of Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp., a subsidiary of Merck & Co., Inc. 


Copyright € 2010 Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp., a subsidiary of Merck & Co., Inc. 
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If you fail to take ISENTRESS the way you should, here's what to do: 

° |f you miss a dose, take it as soon as you remember. If you do not 
remember until it is time for your next dose, skip the missed dose and go 
back to your regular schedule. Do NOT take two tablets of ISENTRESS at the 
same time. In other words, do NOT take a double dose. 

e |f you take too much ISENTRESS, call your doctor or local Poison Control 
Center. 


Be sure to keep a supply of your anti-HIV medicines. 
e When your ISENTRESS supply starts to run low, get more from your doctor 
or pharmacy. 
* Do not wait until your medicine runs out to get more. 


What are the possible side effects of ISENTRESS? 


When ISENTRESS has been given with other anti-HIV drugs, side effects 
included: 

* nausea 

* headache 

° tiredness 

* weakness 

e trouble sleeping 

* stomach pain 

* dizziness 

* depression 

* suicidal thoughts and actions 


Other side effects include rash, severe skin reactions, feeling anxious, paranoia, 
low blood platelet count. 


A condition called Immune Reconstitution Syndrome can happen in some 
patients with advanced HIV infection (AIDS) when combination antiretroviral 
treatment is started. Signs and symptoms of inflammation from opportunistic 
infections that a person has or had may occur as the medicines work to treat 
the HIV infection and help to strengthen the immune system. Call your doctor 
right away if you notice any signs or symptoms of an infection after starting 
ISENTRESS with other anti-HIV medicines. 


Contact your doctor promptly if you experience unexplained muscle pain, 
tenderness, or weakness while taking ISENTRESS. This is because on rare 
occasions, muscle problems can be serious and can lead to kidney damage. 


Rash occurred more often in patients taking ISENTRESS and darunavir together 
than with either drug separately, but was generally mild. 


Tell your doctor if you have any side effects that bother you. 


These are not all the side effects of ISENTRESS. For more information, ask 
your doctor or pharmacist. 


How should 1 store ISENTRESS? 
° Store ISENTRESS at room temperature (68 to 77°F). 
* Keep ISENTRESS and all medicines out of the reach of children. 


General information about the use of ISENTRESS 


Medicines are sometimes prescribed for conditions that are not mentioned in 
patient information leaflets. 
* Do not use ISENTRESS for a condition for which it was not prescribed. 
* Do not give ISENTRESS to other people, even if they have the same 
symptoms you have. It may harm them. 


This leaflet gives you the most important information about ISENTRESS. 
e |f you would like to know more, talk with your doctor. 
e You can ask your doctor or pharmacist for additional information about 
ISENTRESS that is written for health professionals. 
* For more information go to www.ISENTRESS.com or call 1-800-622-4477. 


What are the ingredients in ISENTRESS? 
Active ingredient: Each film-coated tablet contains 400 mg of raltegravir. 


Inactive ingredients: Microcrystalline cellulose, lactose monohydrate, calcium 
phosphate dibasic anhydrous, hypromellose 2208, poloxamer 407 (contains 0.01% 
butylated hydroxytoluene as antioxidant), sodium stearyl fumarate, magnesium 
stearate. In addition, the film coating contains the following inactive ingredients: 
polyvinyl alcohol, titanium dioxide, polyethylene glycol 3350, talc, red iron oxide 
and black iron oxide. 


Distributed by: 


Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp., a subsidiary of Merck & Co., Inc. 
Whitehouse Station, NJ 08889, USA 


Revised June 2010 
9795110 
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DIALOGUE $ QUEER AS FOLKS И 


BY GEORGE HOLDGRAFER 


Executive Director Curt Prins Leaves District 202 After a Year 


| DISTRICT 202 announced the resignation and departure of 
' Executive Director Curt Prins effective November 8. He had 
! served in the position since 2009, during a year of major 
|» transition for the organization. District 202's mission is to 

| create safe spaces for GLBT youth and their allied friends 

f where they can build self-confidence, self-expression, skills, 
' and resources. 


Curt Prins. Photo Courtesy of District 202 


Tretter Collection Celebrates 10th Anniversary at Open House 


Í ON NOVEMBER 13, the Tretter Collection in GLBT Studies 

' at the University of Minnesota hosted a community open 

| house at the Elmer L. Andersen Library. Part of the Tretter 

i >> Collection's 10th-anniversary celebration, the event featured 
Д the Tretter Time Capsule and Oral History Project. The 

' celebration continues with the exhibit Saving Our Lives 

' through February 5. 


Jean-Nickolaus Tretter (right) and КАКЕ 11's Jana Shortal. Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


Minnesota OUT! College Conference Networks Statewide Campuses 


4 THE FIFTH-ANNUAL Minnesota OUT! Campus Conference 

; (MOCC) took place November 12-14 at Augsburg College in 
j Minneapolis. It brought together students, faculty, alumni, 

' >> and community members from around Minnesota and the 
surrounding region to discuss issues facing GLBT and allied 
Д communities on college and university campuses, as well 

i as in the greater community. 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


Community Gathers for Transgender Day of Remembrance Vigil 


' ON NOVEMIBER 20, at Spirit of the Lakes/Minnehaha United 
А Church of Christ in Minneapolis, the local GLBT community 

' joined the Human Rights Campaisgn for the 12th-annual 

' D> Transgender Day of Remembrance Vigil. Throughout the 


world, people gather every year to pay respect to those 
needlessly killed by hate crimes against the transgender 
community. 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 
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COVER FEATURE 


Stephen Daldry. Photo by David Scheinmann 


BILLY ELLIOT THE 
MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
TELLS ALL 
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"AES ew world-class stage directors are 
IE ^ equally world-class film directors. 
_ But Great Britain's Stephen Daldry 
ax is. Like American legends Elia Ka- 
ч zan and Mike Nichols, he is a tran- 
scendent master of both realms. 

' In the 1990s, Daldry’s staggering 
N ational Theatre of Great Britain revival of An Inspector 

Calls played the Ordway, stunning local audiences. 

Last year, Daldry won the Best Director Tony for 
the musical stage version of his 2000 film drama Billy 
Elliot, for which he had received his first Best Direc- 
tor Oscar nod. The musical won 10 Tonys. It deals 
with a boy in arugged English mining town who has 
extraordinary potential to be a great ballet dancer. 

Just a few months before, Daldry had been nomi- 
nated for another Best Director Oscar for Best Picture- 
nominated The Reader, which won Kate Winslet the 
Best Actress Oscar in a controversial bisexual role. 

If you were thrilled by Brokeback Mountain’s com- 
mercial success in 2005, thank Daldry, who three 
years before cleared the path with The Hours, nomi- 
nated for nine Oscars. It won Nicole Kidman a Best 
Actress Oscar for her performance as lesbian writer 
Virginia Woolf. Meryl Streep and Julianne Moore 
also were nominated for their lesbian roles, as was 
Ed Harris for his portrayal of a gay man with AIDS. 

I spoke with Daldry about his films and Billy El- 
liot the Musical, which opens on December 16 at the 
Orpheum. Various actors will alternate in the boy 
roles of Billy and Michael. 


Early on, the “Dad” character (Rich Hebert) is 
reactive against his son’s desire to dance. Although 
it’s never established that Billy is gay, do you think 
homophobia and artphobia, which stereotypically 
figure into boys who don’t have sufficient interest 
in sports, figure into the dad’s reaction? 

I don’t think he has any concept of his child being 
gay. Once he sees his son dance, I think he has an 
intuitive idea of what grace is—when he sees some- 
thing graceful and beautiful and amazing within his 
son. I think that’s what he connects with in terms of 
the skill of his son. 


What I took from Gary Lewis’s devastating 
Oscar-nominated film performance was a man 
who could not deal with his son being different, 
and, of course, on top of all that, the poor man’s 
grieving over the death of his wife. 

I think you’re right. I think it's the idea of any sort 
of difference. I don’t think he would have actually 
made the jump that the difference might mean his 
son might be gay. I don’t think he’s made that jump 
in his head. It’s just the idea of difference—someone 


doing something different, whether it’s dancing, 
whether it’s music, or whatever it would be within 
that society. It’s difference that is the hard thing for 
him to come to terms with. 


In the film, Billy’s sexual orientation is not 
actually stated. But clearly, his friend, Michael, 
has a crush on him, and Michael also cross- 
dresses. They sing a song about that. 

Yes. One of the big numbers of the show is a song 
called “Expressing Yourself.” Michael and Billy, both of 
them, get to sing a song about the joys of expressing 
yourself, however you want to do it. Michael’s particu- 
lar way, of course, is dressing up as a girl. And Billy’s 
way is dancing. So, it’s sort of combined in a crazy, spec- 
tacular number about the joy of dresses and dressing 
up. The two of them are being different in very differ- 
ent ways, and celebrating that difference. 


Elton John was astounded by Billy Elliot, 
your film. Why did he relate so 
strongly to it? 


When he watched the film, I think he LAST YEAR, DALDRY WON THE 
had a great personal association with it, BEST DIRECTOR TONY FOR THE 
because his father was so against him MUSICAL STAGE VERSION OF HIS 
becoming a musician. Obviously, I don't 2000 FILM DRAMA BILLY ELLIOT. 


think Elton has any particular affinity 

toward dance. But he certainly had an 
understanding of the very complex relationship with 
fathers who want you to be somebody you are not. 
For Elton, I think it was about the idea that he was 
going to be a musician, and that's something Elton's 
father was very against. 


When I saw An Inspector Calls, I was bowled 
over by the raging social consciousness of your 
staging. Does that sort of social outrage come 
through the miners' plight in Billy Elliot? 

I certainly hope so. It's the story of the commu- 
nity, as much as it's a story of a family, as much as 
it's the story of Bill. But it's about a whole village in 
crisis, because the government wants to shut down 
the pits, and destroy the mining industry in Great 
Britain. The family's in crisis. The mother's just died, 
and now, the family's economic future is threatened 
by the strike. And in the middle of it, there's this sort 
of wonderful cuckoo—this sort of magical child. АП 
the hopes and aspirations and dreams of that com- 
munity get invested into this little child, as he really 
is the only one who gets out. I love that story about 
the kid that “got out"—the kid that “got away." 


The show echoes the 1984 miners strike, 
which rocked the UK. Tory Prime Minister 
Thatcher was antagonistic toward the miners, 


E. 


(Above) "Shine"; (below) *Born to Boogie." Photos by Michael Brosilow 
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and gay groups from London went out to sup- 
port them. The Reader also has political impact. 
But it’s best-known for Kate Winslet’s illiterate 
bisexual character having an erotic affair with 
an adolescent male. We actually find ourselves 
much more disturbed by her nonsexual actions 
in service of the Nazis. It’s a bold realignment 
with just what is horrifically criminal and what 
is obviously far less criminal. 

Two things about the character that Kate Winslet 
plays. One is, if you will, she’s morally illiterate. She 
has no context. She likes people to read to her, wheth- 
er it’s young girls or a young boy. But she has no mor- 
al center. And I thought one of the fascinating things 
about the character is: Are we still able to find any 
understanding of the character as someone with no 
moral center? Secondly, she goes through a process 
of becoming literate in an intellectual 
way. She’s determined at the end of her 
life to learn to read. But does that give 
her any moral insight? And I was keen 
that there’s not necessarily a relation- 
ship between being able to read, and 
being an intellectual and moral clarity. 
The two can still be in conflict with each other. 


In the span of 10 years, you directed some 
outright historic film performances. Is that be- 
cause of your theater background? 

I think there’s not a lot of relationship between the 
theater and the cinema. But one of the things that is 
a crossover: I suppose I’m just used to working with 
actors, and Гуе been blessed with attracting some 
great films. But I think that’s central to the spectacu- 
lar screenplays that I’ve been lucky enough to work 
with. And I’ve had a fantastic time working with those 
actors. I wouldn’t like to say too much. And maybe, 
just maybe, there’s some relationship with the joy of 
acting when you have come from the theater that you 
can put into the process of making a film. 


The Hours was the first Oscar nomination- 
laden film to be permeated with lesbian con- 
tent. Was there any fallout with the studio? 

I didn’t get any. I think my relationship has always 
been very lucky with the studios. When we finished 
the film, and I handed it in to Paramount, the only 
comment I got from them was: “Thank you very 


much." I got no pushback from them at all. JOHN 
TOWNSEND 


Billy Elliot the Musical 

Dec. 16-Jan. 9 

Orpheum Theatre 

910 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 

(800) 982-2787 
<www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org> 
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"I DON’T THINK HE WOULD HAVE 
ACTUALLY MADE THE JUMP THAT 
THE DIFFERENCE MIGHT MEAN 
HIS SON MIGHT BE GAY." 


== А == =A 


(Above) “Solidarity”; (below) “Dream Ballet.” Photos by Michael Brosilow 
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LET ITSNUS 


LET IT SNUS 


SWITCH & ENJOY A DRAMA-FRee HOLIDAY 


Smokers, enjoy a refreshing flurry of flavor. Camel SNUS is smoke-free, spit-free, 
drama-free tobacco pleasure packed in a pouch. Pop one in and taste what you've 


been missing. Camel SNUS - it just might change the way you enjoy tobacco forever. 


camelsnus.com* 
*WEBSITE RESTRICTED TO LEGAL AGE TOBACCO CONSUMERS. 


WARNING: Smokeless 
tobacco is addictive. 


J. NOVACHIS 


THE ME DIESE ГО 


3930 W. 50th St. Edina MN 
952.927.8808 


7" Annual 


BLUE 


Saturday, January 29th 7-11рт 
Hilton Minneapolis 


6 - 7 PM МІ.Р Pre-Party 
Meet and Greet with Steph & Ed 


Meet the only openly gay 
Progressive Radio Talk Show Host 
in the country, Stephanie Miller. 


Join us for an exciting night of live music, 
great food and like-minded people at 
one of the largest gatherings of 
Minnesota progressives! 


For tickets or more information 
visit www.AM950radio.com 
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Wanda Wisdom's 
2010 Holiday Gift Guide 


Need help finding a ‘lil holiday something for the homo who has 
everything? Let our resident podcasting drag queen and gift-giving guru 
| help you stuff those stockings! 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 


MARK TWA 


ишш! 


1- Drews Homemade Caramel Corn • DrewsCaramelCorn.com • You really haven't lived until 
you've nibbled (inhaled) Drew's Homemade Caramel Corn. Made from scratch using a special recipe 
handed down from the owner's Grandpa, this caramel corn is simply addictive—like 12-step addictive. 
Go ahead and send a couple bags to your friends, and a couple to your family, but don't forget a couple 
to yourself. 2- Romeo and Juliet Dinner Package | Guthrie Theater * $55 per person ($100 value) 
GuthrieTheater.org/Holidays e After all the holiday hullabaloo quiets down, why not treat yourself and 
a special someone to dinner and a show at Minneapolis's finest dining/theater venue? Relax and enjoy a 
delicious three-course prix-fixe dinner at Sea Change, then catch a performance of Romeo and Juliet, or 
The Comedy of Errors. Good through January 2011. 3- J&D's Bacon Jones Soda Gift Pack • $9.99 
| BaconSalt.com * Some people are afraid that socialists are taking over the world. My bet's on bacon. 
Slowly but surely, that mighty sovereign of meat treats has begun to wield its smoky wiles on the world. 
J&D’s, the company that brought us Bacon Salt, has upped its piggish ante with the bacon-infused gift- 
pack-to-end-all-gift-packs. Sure to send the bacon lovers on your list into oink-filled fits, it includes one 
packet of Country Style Bacon Gravy, one bag of Cheddar BaconPop popcorn, two bottles of limited 
edition Bacon Soda (I know), and one tube of Bacon Lip Balm. I love bacon, but Lord, help these people. 
4- Autobiography of Mark Twain, Vol. 1 • $19.22 | Amazon.com • Mark Twain had a lot to say, and 
a lot of what he said was so deliciously Mark Twain, he forbade its publication until 100 years after his 
death. The time has come, and the result is the first of three big fat volumes of funny stories and revealing 
opinions from America's greatest humorist. I guarantee this unique tome will tickle the fancy of any saucy 
book-lover on your list! 5- The Mothers-in-Law: The Complete Series DVD e $21.99 | Amazon.com e 
ТЇЇ keep this one really simple. If you have someone on your list who knows the difference between Eve 
Arden and Elizabeth Arden, buy him or her this DVD. For the first time ever, this littleremembered but 
highly-hilarious late-’60s sitcom is available on DVD in its short-but-sweet two-year entirety. Eve Arden 
and Kaye Ballard kill with their hausfrau high jinks. Producer Desi Arnaz, who created the series after 
leaving Lucy, even makes a couple of kooky cameos 


CLOUTIER & BRANDL»^»a. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW E t lee fine designer jewelry 


Over 40 Years Combined Legal Experience. The union of recycled metals to 
fair trade gemstones brings the 
* Auto Accidents * Criminal Defense high ideals of socially conscious 
• Family/Divorce/Custody • Domestic Partnerships Р jewelry to our work. 
* Second Parent Adoptions * Employment Discrimination All pieces are hand made by 


* Wills & Trusts * Bankruptcy our expert jewelers and are 
constructed using reclaimed 
and re-refined gold, platinum, 

and palladium. 


Designer jewelry that is 
powerful and rare. 
Hip but not trendy 

Sophisticated yet friendly 

Luxury without pretense 


(612) 789-2656 


Elizabeth Cloutier ЈваћВгапа! 
PFLAG Member Rainbow Families Member 


612.332.5100 


www.cb-lawyers.com 18 University Ave NE 
12 S. 6th St., Suite 510, Minneapolis, MN Minneapolis MN 55413 


FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


www.tleegold.com 


NEVERSIRAIGCHILOM 


THE GLBT TOY SUPERSTORE О 


“Neverstraight.com wishes to open its doors to the community г T 
by first supporting it” í "a T» 


‚ we are donating 100% of our profits 
to the Human Rights Campaign, the nation's largest civil rights 
organization working to achieve GLBT equality... 


And that's not all! 


By entering the coupon code upon checkout, 
you will receive an additional 1076 off your order. So spread \ | 
the word, and let’s have some happy holidays! k 


18,000+ Products shipped discreetly. 
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HOME & YARD BOULEVARD 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


GO LOCOVORE FOR HOLIDAY DINING 
AND ENTERTAINMENT 


JUDY KITE-GOSH OFFERS INSIGHTS 


I recently visited Michigan’s southwest- 
ern Harbor Country: New Buffalo and sur- 
rounding Berrien County. 

Judy Kite-Gosh, owner-chef of Kite’s 
Kitchen & Retro Café in New Buffalo, lauds 
the region’s veritable cornucopia of avail- 
able fruit and fowl, vegetables and meats. 

Kite-Gosh recalls, “In 1992, when I decid- 
ed to give up my executive life in Chicago, 
and start a food business, I traveled all over 
the country looking for the perfect combi- 
nation of agriculture, climate, and lifestyle. 
After six months, I ended up back home in 
Harbor Country, in the state I loved, only 70 
miles from Chicago and all my friends. 

“I was very excited about working with 
the local farmers to create our seasonal 
cuisine for our retail store and restaurant, 
although after 10 years, I began to worry 
about the future of our family-owned farms, 
as many were not planning to continue with 
the next generation. 

“All the major processors had left the 
state, and were buying and processing their 
food in places like Spain, Chile, and Mexi- 
co, leaving local farmers without a market. 
I really wanted to do something to help, 
and when introduced to the VP of Produc- 
tion for our local PBS station, we decided 
to produce a documentary to highlight the 
fantastic food grown in our region.” 

The result was the hourlong, award- 
winning Farm Fresh to You (2007), which 
Kite-Gosh created, cowrote, coproduced, 
and hosted, working with Emmy Award- 
winning producer Angel Hernandez. 

Kite-Gosh reports, “The feedback from 
farmers has been great, and local agricul- 
ture is on the rise.” 

Currently, Kite-Gosh is writing a com- 
panion cookbook: Farm Fresh to You: A Lo- 
cavores’ Guide to Great Eating. She also is 
creating a 13-part series, Get Local, which 
will feature the entire Great Lakes region. 

Kite-Gosh relates, “We hold an annual 
Harvest Feast Celebration in September, 
and our local chefs and farmers come to- 
gether to host a magnificent feast. Every- 


уроо 
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Photo by E.B. Boatner 


thing on our Holiday Menu is from our local 
farms, and I’m sure your readers also can 
source everything they need for holiday 
celebrations right in their own backyard." 

As Kite-Gosh enthuses, “When fall comes 
to Harbor Country and the holiday season ap- 
proaches, I think of all the wonderful things 
that the fall harvest provides: pumpkins, 
squash, Brussels sprouts, turkeys, apples, 
cranberries, sweet potatoes—the list goes on. 

"It always brings back memories of my 
childhood and my Father, who was a lo- 
cavore before there was a word for it. Ev- 
erything on our table during the growing 
season came either from our garden, a local 
farm, or the local butcher." 

Kite-Gosh remarks, ^We in the Great 
Lakes region are blessed with an abundance 
of local farms, and I highly recommend your 
readers search out their own nearby farms 
and farmer's markets. Becoming a loca- 
vore is a process, and once you get started, 
you'll never want to go back to the shrink- 
wrapped world of the average grocery store. 
It's the best food money can buy. Knowing 
who grows your food is an important step 
in guarding your health and the economic 
health of your community." 

Once you start, you even may try Kite- 
Gosh's suggestion: "Take that old refrigerator, 
and bury it. It makes a great root cellar for all 
those potatoes, carrots, apples, onions, etc." 

For more info: <judy@kiteskitchen. 
com». 


Photo by E.B. Boatner 
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Kite-Gosh offers one possible loca- 
vore menu for holiday dining: 

Soup 

- Butternut Bisque 

Salads 

- Poached Pear Salad with Port 
Wine Citrus Vinaigrette 

- Apple Cranberry Salad 

Main Course 

- Roast Grass-Fed Hen Turkey with 
Savory Stuffing and Giblet Gravy 

Sides 

- Baked Artichoke, Spinach, and 
Brie Stuffing 

- Empress Potatoes 

- Baked Sweet Potatoes with 
Pure Michigan Maple Syrup 

- Soy-Glazed Brussels Sprouts 

Dessert 

- Pumpkin Pie with Fresh 
Whipped Cream 

- Apple Crisp 

- Steamed Cranberry Pudding with 
Pistachio Cream 


20 | LAVENDER | DECEMBER 2-15, 2010 


Taking Pride in our Community 


Tt At U.S. Bank, we are committed to our communities. It's where we work 
and where we live. We're also dedicated to being your financial partner 
r О 2, with the strength, support and superior customer service you deserve. 


лош Life! 


лай I You'll notice the commitment we have to helping you prosper financially 


and the pride we have in supporting the Twin Cities Community. 


Swank, Sleek and Sexy Ap artments! Visit your local U.S. Bank branch today. 
Contemporary and trendy loft style 1 BR from $885, 2 BR from $1150. Proud to be headquartered in the Twin Cities. 
Small dogs now considered! 
Brand New! ° Stainless steel kitchens • Washer/dryer in unit • Fitness center : 
Pool table • Underground parking included * Minutes from uptown & downtown! All of {serving you" ban К 


Minneapolis Grand Apartments mM 
2401 Chicago Ave. S. 612.871.1434 | —” 


Done in a Day. Beautiful for Life. 


NO DEMOLITION | ONE DAY INSTALLATION 
*STAIN *HEAT *SCRATCH * BACTERIA RESISTANT 


GRANITE 


Besides granite, we also offer gorgeous recycled glass, 


tile for backsplash, sinks, faucets, mirror surrounds, transformations 
i i | Call for а FREE-in home design consultation & estimate 
and cabinet hardware to upgrade your kitchen or bath! АДЫ our showroom о а Park Poad, Domen uy 
We are 95% granite, but better than slab granite because this product is more 651 -777-7600 
durable - never needs sealing - lifetime warranty/transferrable warranty - eco friendly www.granitetransformations.com 
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Looking for a way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 
from American Family. A 


Dawn Bartell Agency 

4649 Bloomington Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 


AMERICAN FAMILY A 
| INSURANCE P einen American Family Insurance Company 


American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
www.amfam.com © 2008 


All your protection under one roof ° 


MAPLEWOOD LAKEVILLE RICHFIELD 

651-766-9770 952-985-5855 612-866-0016 
EDEN PRAIRIE BURNSVILLE BLOOMINGTON 
952-941-5586 952-898-1636 952-767-3399 


Premier Collision Shops 


No time to stop for our free estimates? Go to www.lamettrys.com 24/7 to receive an estimate via email. 


Gon 
EESINTEGRITY EXPERIENCE RESU 
JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW | 


20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. • Minneapolis • (612) 822-0865 
www jerryaburg.com 
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BIG GAY NEWS 


IOWA SENATE LEADER VOWS TO 
BLOCK GAY-MARRIAGE DEBATE 


Newly-reelected Iowa Senate Majority 
Leader Mike Gronstal said in November 
he would block any debate on a state con- 
stitutional amendment that would define 
marriage as only between a man and a 
woman. He stated, “As long as I'm leader, I 
do not intend to take that up for debate." 


SENATE LEADER VOWS DON'T 
ASK, DON'T TELL VOTE IN 
DECEMBER 


US Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid 
announced in late November he will bring 
the Defense Authorization Bill—complete 
with language that would begin a repeal 
of the military's ban on openly gay ser- 
vice members—up for a vote in early De- 
cember. It will come after a hearing about 
the recently-leaked Pentagon survey that 
shows the majority of service members 
and their families would be fine with 
openly gay people in the military. Reid 
said, “Our Defense Department supports 
repealing Don't Ask, Don't Tell as a way 
to build our all-volunteer armed forces. We 
need to repeal this discriminatory policy, 
so that any American who wants to defend 
our country can do so." 


GOPROUD URGES GOP TO AVOID 
SOCIAL ISSUES 


According to Politico, gay Republican 
group GOProud and some Tea Party lead- 
ers are urging Republicans in Congress 
not to add social issues to their legislative 
agenda. In a letter to House Speaker-elect 
John Boehner and Senate GOP Leader 
Mitch McConnell, they wrote, “This elec- 
tion was not a mandate for the Republi- 
can Party, nor was it a mandate to act on 
any social issue." Ralph King, a Tea Party 
movement leader who was one of at least 
17 people signing the letter, said, “When 
they were out in the Boston Harbor, they 
weren't arguing about who was gay or who 
was having an abortion." 


WORLD @ 


FINNISH STATE CHURCH 
SANCTIONS PRAYER FOR GAY 
MARRIAGES 


Agence France-Presse (AFP) reports 
that Finland’s state church announced in 


November it would create a “prayer mo- 
ment” for registered same-sex partner- 
ships. In a statement, the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church’s highest administrative 
body in Finland, the General Synod, said, 
“The proposal offers a positive opportu- 
nity to minister to church members who 
are sexual minorities.” A synod spokes- 
man told AFP that ministers will be able 
to perform the prayer with gay couples in 
a church, but it won't constitute a church’s 
blessing of the union itself. The announce- 
ment is seen as a concession, because it 
follows a recent televised debate on gay 
marriage where church officials argued 
gay marriage was contrary to Biblical 
teaching. In the month following the de- 
bate, more than 40,000 registered Luther- 
ans quit the church. 


GERMAN CHURCH ALLOWS 
GAY PASTORS TO LIVE WITH 
PARTNERS 


< 


According to Religion News Service, 
Lutheran ministers in the German state 
of Bavaria now will be allowed to live with 
their same-sex partners in parish parson- 
ages if they enter into a state-sanctioned 
civil union. The Bavarian Church Council 
made the ruling. The church already al- 
lows openly gay ministers, and approves of 
same-sex civil unions. 


GERMAN FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
LAUNCH GAY COFFINS 


German funeral directors have a new 
option for their gay customers. Coffins 
covered with homoerotic art now are 
available, thanks to coffin-makers Mike 
Konigsfeld and Tom Brandl in Cologne. 
The designers, a couple themselves, say 
the muscular young men painted on the 
coffins are a perfect way to send off a loved 
one. The two related, “Naturally, there 
were some people who threw their hands 
up in horror when we had them on display 
in the window, but they are tasteful and 
beautiful—like our customers.” WRITTEN & 
COMPILED BY BRADLEY TRAYNOR 


"Gay owned and operated” 
FIRST EQUITY 2 uD, FHA. vA approved 
MORTGAGE 


David Lozinski, Sr. Loan Officer 
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NEWS 


ATTORNEY OBTAINS ACQUITTAL 
IN SEX-STING CASE 


INTERVIEW WITH JEFF DEAN 


In an interview with Lavender, Minne- 
apolis attorney Jeff Dean discussed the re- 
cent acquittal of his client caught up in a sex 
sting at Crosby Park in St. Paul. 


Would you provide a summary of 
the current sex sting, and the allega- 
tions against your client? 

My client was simply out for a walk in 
the park when the undercover officer ap- 
proached him, pretending to show intense 
personal interest. The officer soon shifted 
the conversation to sex, asking my client 
about his sexual interests, and sharing his 
own. He then invited my client to walk into 
the woods, while continuing the personal 
and sexual conversation. Flattered by the 
officer’s advances, my client momentarily 
touched the clothing over the officer’s groin 
area. The cop immediately arrested him, 
and charged him with indecent exposure 
and lewd conduct, even though nobody else 
saw the touch occur. 


Explain your defense strategy for 
your client. 

The defense strategy was twofold. 

First, we established that it is not a crime 
to sexually touch a consenting adult—or an 
adult who purports to consent—even in 
a public place, such as a beach or park, if 
nobody else sees it. The St. Paul sting unit 
seems to have been misinformed that any 
sexual contact is per se lewd if it occurs in 
a public place. The correct legal analysis is 
whether an inference of indecency can be 
drawn from the nature of the place and the 
circumstances in which the touch occurs. 

The second defense strategy was that 
the officer’s conduct of sexually luring 
my client was entrapment. Entrapment is 
a defense if counsel can establish that the 
police originated the idea of the crime, 
and induced the accused to engage in it. 
My client was in the park minding his own 
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business when the officer approached him 
and seduced him. It was the officer's overt 
sexual advances that enticed my client to 
touch him. 


In 2008, you defended a man ar- 
rested in the same airport sex sting 
that snared then-Senator Larry Craig. 
The jury in that case also acquitted 
your client. Was your defense strategy 
in the Crosby Park case similar to your 
strategy in the airport case? 

In the airport cases, an undercover of- 
ficer would sit in a bathroom stall sending 
signals of interest to others, who responded 
by looking into the officer's stall, and were 
then arrested. My argument was that it is 
not a crime to look at and flirt with a person 
who initiated contact, and then invited you 
to do so, even when that occurs in adjacent 
bathroom stalls. 


In what other types of cases is entrap- 
ment raised as a defense? When will an 
entrapment defense be successful? 

Whether the defense is successful turns 
on this question: Did the police simply pro- 
vide an opportunity for a willing person to 
commit the act? Or did the police persuade 
a person to commit an act he was not predis- 
posed to commit? For example, in a prostitu- 
tion sting, it would not be entrapment for an 
undercover officer to stand on a corner pos- 
ing as a prostitute, and arrest a person who 
approached her offering money for sex. 


What would you tell readers about 
how to respond to such invitations? 

Be careful. In some of these cases, the 
police have arrested people for just talking 
about what they would like to do sexually. 
Do not assume that because your actions 
are legal, you are safe from being arrested. 
Even though you could be exonerated in 
the end, you would still have to go through 


Jeff Dean. Photo Courtesy of Jeff Dean 


the court process if arrested. Also, don't 
bother asking the person if he is a cop. An 
undercover officer is not required to dis- 
close that. 


Will this case change the way that 
police conduct these types of sting op- 
erations? 

It will if the police want to be spared con- 
tinued acquittals. It took the jurors just 50 
minutes of deliberations before finding my 
client not guilty. In postverdict interviews, 
jurors were asked about the issues they fo- 
cused on. They said that they spent most 
of the time talking about why this type of 
case is even being prosecuted, stating that 
my client's act of touching the officer ^was 
something any couple would do." Commu- 
nity outrage and pressure, which I think is 
highly-appropriate based on the conduct of 
this sting operation, is the best way to pre- 
vent these police abuses from occurring in 
the future. E.B. BOATNER 


Greg Eiss 


BUY HAPPY” 
INTELLIGENT. HELPFUL. 


FRIENDLY. GAY. 


For a fun car buying experience in an 
open, supportive atmosphere, come to 
Morrie's Mazda in Minnetonka and ask to 
speak with one of our gay sales people. 
They'll help you find the right vehicle, at 
the right price. Sound like typical salesman 
hype? Then go to Morries.com and watch 
our YouTube" testimonials from guests just 
like you that shopped Morrie's Mazda and 
bought happy. 


MORRIE’S 


MINNETONKA 
MAZDA 


952-544-1999 
morriesmazda.com 
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SLIM FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 
Ask about our 1/2 price Special! 
Pain Free * Non Invasive * Body Slimming 


ANEW 


AESTHETIC 
MEDICAL CENTER 


Victoria Hagstrom, M.D. e 612-208-0741 e Anewmedicalcenter.com 
ANew Aesthetic Medical Center e 120 South 6th Street, Suite 175 e Minneapolis, MN 55402 
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Want to WIN 
Supporting an easy 

undiscovered $ 100? 
bands one 
rent check 
at a time. 


Help get a thousand more people 
to 'Like' Lavender Magazine's 
312040021045; x Facebook page and one lucky 
'Like'—er will walk away $100 richer! 
“RADIO 
RE Share our page on Facebook 
and tell all your friends. 


Online at RadioK.org 


You might just be our lucky 
$100 winner! 


YOU'RE NOT TOO LATE TO 


2 “ачу EO ` AT *| iS —, — [qu 


If you're supposed to live in the now, 
how will you create tomorrow? 
It's a valid question. 


Let your imagination fuel innovation with an education 
from The Art Institutes International Minnesota. 


We offer programs in the following areas: 
MEDIA ARTS FASHION 


VISIT OUR OPEN HOUSE ON 
DECEMBER 4th 


For More Information: 1-800-316-5181 


Ad the Art Institutes International Minnesota” 
15 South 9th Street, Minneapolis, MN 55402 


www.create.aii.edu/minneapolis 
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NEWS 


NeverStraight.com 


GIVES BACK 
TO GLBT 
COMMUNITY 


ased in the Twin Cities, 
recently-established Never- 
Straight.com is the GLBT 
community’s largest adult su- 
perstore, offering shoppers convenient 
online access to 18,000-plus products 
that can be shipped discreetly to them. 

As the NeverStraight.com website 
explains, “The term ‘straight,’ to us, has 
become synonymous with the hatred 
and injustice that are unbridled in our 
society today. That is why we are Never 
Straight.” 

According to the website, Never- 
Straight.com strongly is committed to 
equality for the GLBT community: “You 
can simply call us Fair-Minded. That 
term brings new meaning to the idea 
that we are all equal. Our petty differ- 
ences aside, we are all born on this earth 
free. No man, woman, or child should 
be denied the civil rights bestowed 
upon others simply because of sexual 
orientation or identity. Marriage, among 
other things, is not a privilege reserved 
for some. It’s a right, and it belongs to 
everyone—period.” 

Putting words into action, Never- 
Straight.com gives back to the GLBT 
community, stating on its website, “Nev- 
erStraight.com is a business, but we 
have philanthropy at the vanguard of 
our directive. We not only wish to open 
doors to the community by first support- 
ing it, but also we will hold the doors 
open by laying down a foundation where 
equality for all is our cornerstone.” 

Indeed, through January 1, Never- 
Straight.com is donating 100 percent of 
its profits to the Human Rights Campaign 
(HRC) in the spirit of equality. What’s 
more, when customers enter the coupon 
code “EQUALITY” upon checkout at 
NeverStraight.com, they will receive an 
additional 10 percent off their purchase, 
besides helping HRC fight for our rights. 

In the future, NeverStraight.com 
plans to continue donating a percent- 
age of all sales to GLBT organizations. 
GEORGE HOLDGRAFER 


Van Dusen Mansion 


CATERING & EVENTS 


Award-winning catering, event planning 
and memorable spaces for every occasion! 


Apples Catering . Perfect Host Catering . Mintáhoe Beverage Services 
Picnics Plus! . Nicollet Island Pavilion . Van Dusen Mansion & Events Center 
Minneapolis Central Library . Château at Medicine Lake 
Minnesota Boat Club . Saint Croix National Golf & Event Center 
Professional Foodservice . Twin City Casinos & Entertainment 


www.mintahoe.com . 612.253.0255 


2008 ‘Catered Event of the Year’ ISES Minnesota Star Awards 
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The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


When: Thursday, January 6, 2011 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 
Cost: FREE 


Where: Bar Abilene 
1300 Lagoon Ave. 


Time: 


Minneapolis 


Your Hosts: Sponsored by: 
ee В: · OUTFRONT MORRIE'S MORRIE’S 
RicHTS OE S soos MINNETONKA BF ум PARK 


MAZDA SUBARU 


McKnight 


Artist Fellowships 


for Performing Musicians 


$25,000 


ENRICHING MINNESOTA'S 
CULTURAL COMMUNITY 
With the generous support of the McKnight Foundation, 
MacPhail Center for Music annually awards fellowships which 
recognize and support outstanding Minnesota performing 
musicians. In 2011, four fellowships of $25,000 each will be 
awarded to solo musicians and/or ensembles. All musical 
styles will be considered. To order an application or for 


questions, please call 612-767-5586 or visit www.macphail.org. 


Administered by 


MacPhail 


CENTER FOR MUSIC 


APPLICATION DEADLINE: 


JANUARY 24, 2011 


MONDAY 


LAVENDER 
NIGHT 


free bowling 
free rental shoes 
minimum 5 people per lane 


happy hour food and 
beverage 


reservations accepted 
(upon reservation please 
mention Lavender) 


park tavern 


3401 Louisiana Avenue South 
St. Louis Park, MN 55426 SPM 
Phone (952)929-6810 TO 


www.ParkTavern.net 
1AM 
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RTH Coming out FO 


‘Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus Begins 30th- 
Anniversary Season with Holiday Harmonies Concert 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus (TCGMC) 
rings in its 30th season with its annual holi- 
day concert in collaboration with Bells of the 
Lakes handbell choir under the direction of 
William H. Mathis. 

Holiday Harmonies: Ringing in the Sea- 
son will be performed December 10-11, 8 
PM, and December 12, 2 PM, at Ted Mann 
Concert Hall, 2128 Fourth Street South, 
Minneapolis, on the University of Minne- 
sota West Bank Campus. 

This holiday concert features favorites 
like “Deck the Halls,” “The Bells of Christ- 
mas,” and “Variations on Jingle Bells,” in ad- 
dition to traditional French and German car- 
ols. As always, the chorus will present works 
richly steeped in holiday traditions—"Silent 


Night" and “Lo, How a Rose E'er Bloom- 
ing"— while adding wit, whimsy, and over- 
the-top staging as only it can. 

'TCGMC Artistic Director Dr. Stan Hill says, 
“This concert features stunning new arrange- 
ments for men's chorus with bell choir. And, 
we're thrilled to welcome guest soloist Lola Wat- 
son, whose gorgeous soprano voice will soar 
above the rich sound of the men of the chorus. 

"We're celebrating two very special an- 
niversaries this year. The chorus celebrates 
30 years of gay men building community 
through music, while our beloved principal 
accompanist, Timothy De Prey, celebrates 
his 20th season with the chorus." 

Holiday Harmonies will provide TCGMC’s 
response to the increased awareness around 


bullying of GLBT youth and the tragic con- 
sequences of increased incidents of suicide 
among youth. The chorus’s “It Gets Better” 
video can be found on its website home page 
at <www.tcgmc.org>, as well as on YouTube 
at <http://www.youtube.com/thetcgme>. 

The chorus invites audience members to 
bring items for holiday baskets to be donat- 
ed to The Aliveness Project, which will have 
a table in the lobby. 

TCGMC recognizes AT&T as a corporate 
sponsor and Lavender Magazine as its offi- 
cial GLBT media sponsor during these holi- 
day concerts. 

Tickets are now on sale through the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota Arts Ticket Office: (612) 
624-2345 or <www.northrop.umn.edu>. ш 


BUY A $100 GIFT CARD 


AND GET A $20 CARD FOR YOURSELF 
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THRU - DECEMBER 19 


222 E. SUPERIOR ST, DOWNTOWN DULUTH 


BOX OFFICE: 612-822-7063 or JUNGLETHEATER.com 218.722.9100 * ZEITGEISTARTSCAFE.COM 
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ONE AMAZING MUSICAL 


ELTON JOHN'S NEW SHOW IS ы BEST MUSICAL OF THE DECADE” 


- TIME MAGAZINE 


THE MUSICAL 


ORDWAY 


ORPHEUM THEATRE - MINNEAPOLIS 


DEC 7-JAN 2 
Lm, um 6 = к а = {no service fees) or ик gag 
PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. ACT NOW. š A " š 
ordway.org | 651.224.4222 HennepinTheatreTrust.org 
Ieee Trademark матадетет [HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST | p more informatio, visit BillyliatTourcom moron Tia nc 


LavenderMagazine.com | 29 


ARTS * ON THE TOWNSEND 


Burn This. Photo by Sarah Bauer 


Burn This * Through Dec. 19 • Gremlin Theatre • 2400 University Ave., St. Paul e (651) 
228-7008 • www.gremlin-theatre.org 


Lanford Wilson's 1990 drama probes the mourning phase of friends and relatives left 
behind after the death of Robbie, a gay dancer. Wade Vaughn and Katie Gunzel play Rob- 


bie's beloved roommates. 


Director Ellen Fenster explains, “We learn early on that he was shunned by his con- 
ventional New Jersey family. It is ultimately the intense regret and deep grief of Pale 
[Peter Christian Hansen], Robbie's older brother, that brings the characters together in a 
surprising and passionate exploration of who they are and who they want to be." 


Naked Stages 

Through Dec. 11 

Pillsbury House Theatre 

3501 Chicago Ave. S., Mpls. 
(612) 825-0459 
www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 


This avant-garde stage series 
launches with Body Parts: Reflec- 
tions on Reflections, directed by 
Harry Waters Jr. 

Performance artist Andrea 
Jenkins says it examines "the 
objectification and hypersexualiza- 
tion of transgender and women's 
bodies, while reflecting our own 
image back to us. Transgender 
bodies are the last target for 
close-minded bigots, religious 
zealots, cultural clowns, Hip-Hop 
artists, and comedians. They are 
fair game for sexual exploitation 


ЗО | LAVENDER | DECEMBER 2-15, 2010 


and employment discrimination. 
Transgender individuals who live 
their lives openly or otherwise are 
tortured by their families, their 
children, their communities—and 
sometimes, by themselves." 


All is Calm 

Dec. 16-19 

Pantages Theatre 

710 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 
Christmas on the Radio 
Dec. 17-22 

Various Twin Cities Locations 
(612) 435-0055 
www.cantusonline.org 


The resplendent Cantus ensem- 
ble has two holiday offerings. 

All is Calm, set in World War I, 
relates a Christmas when French 


Fully Committed. Photo by Ann Marsden 


BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


The 39 Steps. Photo by Michal Daniel 


and German troops laid down 
their arms to unite in peaceful 
celebration. 

Christmas on the Radio nods 
to Cantus’s being Minnesota 
Public Radio’s 2010-11 Artists in 
Residence. It will premiere Brian 
Schmidt’s “O Magnum Mysteri- 
um,” as well as other pieces new to 
Cantus: Rachmaninoff’s “Pridite” 
and the Muskogee Tribe’s “Hele- 
luyan.” 


Fully Committed 
Through Dec. 19 

Jungle Theater 

2951 Lyndale Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 822-7063 
www.jungletheater.com 


Masterful and dazzling Nathan 
Keepers reprises his 2002 solo 
triumph about a harried reserva- 
tionist and the multiple snobs he 
wrangles with at a ritzy Manhat- 
tan restaurant. That performance 
was six years before the 2008 
economic collapse, and then 
today’s grim unemployment stats. 
This time around, he and director 
Casey Stang] have elicited darker 
textures about the authoritar- 
ian mentality that rules some 
restaurant management and the 
vindictiveness of its elite clientele. 
Becky Mode’s incisively-hilarious 
script resonates even more vividly 
now than it did before. 


The 39 Steps 
Through Dec. 19 

A Christmas Carol 
Through Dec. 30 
Guthrie Theater 

818 S. 2nd St., Mpls. 
(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Joel Sass directs a snappy, stylish, and 
uproarious spoof of Alfred Hitchcock’s 
classic film, The 39 Steps. A crackerjack 
design team and cast capture the essence 
of the 1930s. Luverne Seifert gives what 
is perhaps his best performance ever in 
multiple roles that cross the gender divide, 
and tickle the funny bone. 

For the past 35 years, the Guthrie 
has staged Barbara Field’s adaptations of 
Charles Dickens's holiday classic. This 
year marks a shift, with British playwright 
Crispin Whittell's new adaptation. Obie- 
winner Daniel Gerroll plays Scrooge. Joe 
Dowling directs. 


The SantaLand Diaries 

Through Dec. 31 

A Don't Hug Me Christmas Carol 
Through Jan. 2 

Hennepin Stages 

824 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 

(800) 982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


In The SantaLand Diaries, Joe Leary, 
who wowed us in History Theatre’s gay 
drama Farm Boys, and takes the reins as a 
Macy's "elf" in “SantaLand,” shares, “The 
gay sensibilities are just incidental to the 
story, which is one of those things that I re- 
ally like and identify with in David Sedaris's 
work. He talks about the upside of being 
outnumbered by elves who are college 
students. They're young, cute—and one of 
the job perks is getting to see them in their 
underpants." 

Fabulous funny boy Doug Anderson, 
who is back with a madcap Minnesota take 
on Dickens in А Don't Hug Me Christmas 
Carol, remarks, “It’s such an energy 
boost to work in a show where there is 
a necessity to figure out how to stay in 
character while you wait for the audience 
to stop laughing. I play Knute Gunderson, 
the Donald Trump, if you will, of Bunyan 
Bay—the owner of a number or successful 
outlet stores who never grew out of his 
naiveté, and doesn’t realize how self- 
absorbed he is.” 


Playing at Illusion Theater 
December 3 - 19 


Bingo Bonanza for the Holidays 
Starring Miss Richfield 1981 


Don't miss this holiday favorite 
with a bingo twist! 
Tickets on sale now! 


For tickets, | . 
612-339-4944 or www.illusiontheater.org 
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FRIDAY — SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 — 11, 8pm 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2 pm 


Ted Mann Concert Hall [Friday ЕИ ASL а 


Make it YOUR holid 
tradition uu 


U of M Arts Ticket Office: 61 2-624-2345 
Contact the Chorus: 612-339-7664 or tcgmc.org/lavender 
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ARTS * THE PAGE BOY 


Threat 


The Fundamentalist 


to American Democracy 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


C Street: The Fundamentalist Threat to American Democracy 
JEFF SHARLET 
LITTLE, BROWN AND COMPANY : $26.99 

This follow-up to Jeff Sharlet’s The Family: The Secret Fundamentalism at the 
Heart of American Power (2008) makes a wonderful dystopian thriller. Unfortu- 
nately, it is nonfiction, an examination of the fundamentalist/political Fellowship 
whose center is located at the title’s eponymous DC address. Sharlet, the only 
reporter to have lived in a Fellowship-owned house, takes as a starting point 
three recent Republican sex scandals involving John Ensign, Mark Sanford, 
and Chip Pickering, whose affairs were mitigated by C Street connections. The 
author moves on to fundamentalist influence on the American military and in 
foreign nations. One of the most riveting sections is his account of his findings 
in Uganda during intimate talks with David Bahati, the member of the country’s 
Parliament who introduced the Anti-Homosexuality Bill. Regarding Senator 
James Inhofe (Republican-Oklahoma), Bahati acknowledged, “We respect him. 
We know him.” Sharlet stresses repeatedly and convincingly that the Fellowship 


home to implement. 


has targeted Africa specifically to try out techniques that can be brought back 


Allan! 1. Spear 


Crossing the Barriers: The 
Autobiography of Allan H. Spear 
ALLAN SPEAR 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA PRESS 
$34.95 

Allan Spear’s straightforward prose—along with 
his recounting of mistakes as well as triumphs, both 
personal and political—engages the reader from the 
first page. He writes of his early awareness of being 
gay, which at first alarmed him. He later embraced 
his gayness when he came out during his first term 
in the Minnesota Senate. Teaching at the University 
of Minnesota, he advocated the establishment of Af- 
rican-American studies. He was involved in the civil 
rights movement. Increasingly immersed in politics 
and the DFL Party, Spear spent 28 years in the Min- 
nesota Senate (1972-2000), and was President of it 
1993-2000. He was instrumental the passage of the 
1993 Minnesota Human Rights Act Amendment, 
which prohibited discrimination based on sexual 
orientation. Both DFL and Republican colleagues 
admired him. In 2008, the Minnesota Historical 
Society named Spear one of 150 Minnesotans who 
shaped the state during its first century-and-a-half. 


The Cruel Ever After: A Jane 
Lawless Mystery 
ELLEN HART 
MINOTAUR BOOKS : $25.99 

This latest Jane Lawless mystery devolves 
around the sudden appearance of feckless Chester 
Garrity, her husband. Yes, husband. Jane is now a 
noted restaurateur—owner of Minneapolis’s Lyme 
House Restaurant and Xandu Club—and an out 
lesbian. It seems Garrity’s her ex whose defection 
years ago provided seed money for her business, 
though she hadn't mentioned his name to friends. 
Weell, not exactly *ex," Garrity confides, camped 
on her doorstep. He never exactly finalized the 
divorce. He's here because while in Minneapolis 
to sell a priceless (stolen) artifact, he woke up this 
morning next to the murdered corpse of a local art 
collector. I give you this tangled skein of informa- 
tion so you can hit the ground running, and plunge 
headlong—with Jane—into the ensuing free-for-all. 
The novel involves Jane's father (will he handle 
the divorce?); the incorrigible Cordelia Thorn; 
Jane's niece, Mia; and the murderer. 


Shadow Catchers: Camera-less 
Photography 
MARTIN BARNES 
MERRELL * $69.95 

A glorious volume for gift or library, Shadow 
Catchers—írom the exhibition of that name—high- 
lights the work of five exceptional artists: Pierre 
Cordier, Susan Dergers, Adam Fuss, Gary Fabian 
Miller, and Floris Neusüss. Martin Barnes, Senior 
Curator of Photographs at Londonís Victoria 
and Albert Museum, offers a brief history of the 
camera-less art form, as well as thoughtful essays 
examining the work of each of the artists before 
his or her gallery of image. And what work it is! 
The diversity of the approach of these artists to im- 
ages and the variety of their work are staggering, 
from water to what looks like (but isn't) electronic 
boards to living creatures. None of these artworks 
were birthed inside a camera, yet all explore the 
boundaries and meaning of light, dark, time, and 
boundaries of perception. William Henry Fox 
Talbot (1800-1877) had made similar images since 
1824, but these artists have shown how far they 
can go, and hint at what may yet be revealed. 
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* Business Presentation Capabilities 
* Custom Built Event Packages 

* Home Movies or Slideshows 

* Televised Specials, Series, & Sports 
* The Latest Blockbuster Movies 

* Classic Films and Cult Favorites 


Celebrate the season with a joyful musical 


The Christmas Schooner- E 


Book by John Reeger / Music and lyrics by Julie Shannon 
Directed by Ron Peluso / Choreographed by Jan Puffer / Music direction by Andrew Fleser 
A heartwarming musical about a German-American shipping 
captain and his crew who braved Lake Michigan’s icy waters to bring š 
Tannenbäume (Christmas trees) to Chicago's immigrant families.g 


Gift Cards ar < - ' AS a ^ 

available no : Playing November 20-December 1989; z = Cha 

at the box offic | 2 à 

or online at sth 
show placeicon.com 


Tickets from $25 / Ask about Family 4-Packs for Just $75! 


(Mstory y theatre T ee 
E. 10th St. „Şt. Pa 


GIVE THE GIFT OF MOVIES WITH MORE FEATURES 
651.292.4323 ° www.HistoryTheatre.com ° 


Spend the Holidays at Chanhassen! 


The Perfect A New Year’s Eve Our New >= 
Holiday Gift! ~@- to Remember! Holiday Show! 


Party the night 
away with Colleen 


488561 meee a 
(enn g. & The Boys, and O Little Town of 


. Jason & Alexis 
ир from myTalk 107.1 " 
C M 
Never Expires: An upbeat revue full 
Mee: of holiday music 


and comedy! 


ALL NEW EXTRAS BENEFITS INCLUDE: ee х 
Delicious dinner! 


Е А Special Menu, _ Guaranteed 
First-rate production! й 
' to put you in the 
Free parking! й 
É | holiday mood! 
Always the right à 
Е Dancing, 
size and color! 
* - Comedy! ж 
Order by phone _ f 
! | Thru December 30 
JOIN FOR FREE| ШЦ Ж A-6014 
icon m n 2 and pick up — 
* your EXTRAS Card at the theatre 


DINNER THEATRES 


952-934-1525 hanhassen s00-362-3515 
lli sed 


WWW.CHANHASSENDT.COM 


from the guest services desk. 
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19 BAR 

19 W. 15th St., Mpls. 

(612) 871-5553 

Shoot pool or play darts at your neighbor- 
hood bar—the Twin Cities's oldest GLBT 
establishment. 


BRASS RAIL: 
(оне: 


o BRASS RAIL 

422 Hennepin. Ave., Mpls. 

(612) 332-RAIL (7245) 
www.thebrassraillounge.com 
Completely remodeled elegant lounge 
featuring variety of entertainment: 
karaoke, male dancers, and more. 


Ф COALE'S 

719 N. Dale St. 

St. Paul, MN (651) 487-5829 

Areanna Coale, proprietor. Now open. 
An eclectic enigma filled with joy and 
happiness. Everyone welcome! 


@ GAY 90’S 

408 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 

(612) 333-7755 

www.gay90s.com 

Upper Midwest's Largest Gay Entertain- 
ment Complex. Serving reasonably priced 
menu in main bar Wednesday-Sunday. 
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GLADIUS 

1111 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 

(612) 332-9963 

www.gladiusbar.com 

The New York Chic of Minneapolis. 
Gladius Goddesses Tuesday. Killer B's 
Karaoke Wednesday. 


TICKLES 


TICKLES 

420 S. 4th St., Mpls. 

(612) 354-3846 

www.ticklesbar.com 

Live Piano Music. Full-Service Menu, 
Happy Hour, Sports on 10 Flat-Panel TVs, 
Pool, Darts. 


TOWN HOUSE 

1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul 

(651) 646-7087 

www.townhousebar.com 

Fun neighborhood bar with a great mix of 
men and women. Karaoke. Drag shows. 


BARTENDER SPOTLIGHT 


Photo by George Holdgrafer 


-CREAT TASTE 


IS IN THE HOUSE. 


THE OFFICIAL BEER SPONSOR OF THE 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


SHOWCASE 


GAY 90'S 
November 17 


Photos by George Holdgrafer 


ЛОДА Lineup 


Arts & Industry Night 
$2 Miller Products - $4 Jager 


TUESDAY 
D*I*R*T*Y (Brass Rail Bingo) 8 PM 
$2 Bud Products 


vá 


wes 

] мам. _ 
Exotic Рапбетв 10 ÉM-2 AM xd 
$3 Captain Morgan 7 PM-2 AM zm 
THURSDAY 


Open Mic Night 9 PM 
$3 Red Bull Vodkas 7 PMZZ'AM 


Prono, 9 Anthony Hosts 
OPEN MCTIGHT 


Every Thursday 


Live Piano 9:30 PM-1G0 AND, 
$5 Nuvo 7 PM-2 AM! 


SUNDAY 


Karaoke 10 PM-2 AM 
$3 Svedka Vodka 7 PM-2 AM 


HAPPY HOUR 


NOON-7 PM'DAILY 


$2.75. 


Rail Drinks - Domestic Bottles 
Pints of Miller Lite & Grain Belt Premium 
612-332-RAIL. (7245) 


The 
B AA SS л, X L =| Www.brassraillounge.com 
LO U N G |= facebook.com/brassrailmpls 


€ 
422 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. + 
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e \ 4 LAVENDER'S 
Thi tDoa 
| ThirstDays 
—— "a 
The 3rd Thursday Each Month 
When: Thursday, December 16 
Time: 5:30 - 8:00 PM 
Cost: FREE 


Dress Code: None - Come as you are 


Where: Gay 90's 
408 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 


Your Hosts: 


: E 


Sponsored by: 
BAREFOOT 
WINE 


`a 


«xu 


RND 


i Fre EJ ILE 


«Qu engen пт " т 
Í ‘Donations’ ШӘ ‘Charity, 
o Free} T-Shirts] Give} Away) For] All 
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\ - Pia 
i10 ША t ^^ , "TW ne ` 
K À à \ . ae o + 3 е NS 
"4 Y 1 N N a P 1 "» 
i. VEN d / МА, э ' . TM sti ` 
А > jS - ^ Р $ x! 
` ^ t AM Sod ^u ” as 
> Са ` 12 y v * x ^1 " 
` А РУ y БХ. D aM `. ` E 7 ka. 
Pi D Fan x i A A La ua . ien 


THE NEW YORK CHIC OF MINNEAPOLIS 
— EL 


WEDNESDAY Karaoke 
THURSDAY $1 Drinks 


OPEN ОА ШУМЕР 
1111 HENNEPIN AVE., MPLS. (1/2 BLOCK S. OF 11TH & HENNEPIN) 
WWW.GLADIUSBAR.COM ' 612-332-9963 


INTRODUCES 


МЕШІТ MOTs OT 


$5 HENNESSEY SHOTS 


> 


Welcoming Craig 
To Our Bartending Team! 


— 


Со? ж cr 


Open: Mon.-Fri. 11 AM-2 AM * Sat.-Sun. 10 AM-2 AM 
719 М. Dale St. @ Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul * (651) 487-5829 


memes 
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БШ • LAVENDER LENS 


THE BLACK GUARD 
CHILI FEED 
November 13 

Happy Hour Bar 

Gay 90's 


Photo by George Holdgrafer 


LAVENDEF's 


DECEMBER 


BAR SALUTE 


Atoni Holiday Fundraiser 


PASSING 


Ё is 
Photo Courtesy of Friends and Family 
of Domingo Ramos 


DOMINGO RAMOS 


Domingo Ramos, 43, of St. Paul, lost his long battle with can- 
cer on November 16. Originally from New York, he had worked 
atthe Gay 90's bar in Minneapolis for many years since moving to 
the Twin Cities in the 1990s. He is survived by his friend, Shawn 
Bruckner; many other friends and customers; and his family. A 
service of remembrance was held at the Gay 90's on November 
22. Memorials may be sent to Regions Foundation, 640 Jackson 
Street, St. Paul MN 55101—designate “Cancer Center" in the 
memo area. 


GLBT News & Lifestyle at your fingertips? 


APP i 


You can now find LAVENDER” Magazine on the App Store. 
LAVENDER’ Magazine works with iPad". 


Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, Pod touch, and iTunes are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. 
Рай! a trademark of Apple Inc. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. 


THURSDAYS We’ re e The Place To lo Be! 


YOLO ° Fri., Dec. 10 
TNT Show ° Sat., Dec. ЇЇ 


LavenderMagazine.com | 39 


Lavender offers you more great 
ways to STAY CONNECTED! 


Become a fan of Big Gay News and Lavender on Facebook & Twitter to 
receive alerts and invitations to Lavender events. 


Download Big Gay News & Wanda Wisdom at iTunes.com. 


Have the latest local, national, and international news emailed to you 
via BigGayNews.com. 


Listen to Wanda Wisdom’s daily radio show, and check out her hilarious 
videos on YouTube.com. 


FOLLOW US. LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM 


Monday thru Friday - 
Happy Hour 11:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
$3 All Tap and Bottle Beer, House Wines and Rail. 
$6 Specialty Martini. 
Seven Days a Week - 
1/2 Price Appetizers 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Weekend Brunch + 
$4 Bloody Mary’s, Mimosas & Screwdrivers! 
Watch Favorite Sports on our Big Sceens! 


420 South 4th Street 612.354.3846 


www.ticklesbar.com 


Jukebox * Video Games * 3 75¢ Pool Tables * Pinball * Darts 
Pull Tabs Benefit The Aliveness Project 


ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 


(Mon-Fri. 3 PM-2 AM ° Sat.-Sun. 1 PM-2 AM 


à 
SMOKING PERMITTED 


(19 wXibtnistPIMinneapolisp1(612)187/125553 
Proudly Our/CommunityjSincer1952 
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BAR CALENDAR 


For club addresses, phone numbers, and Web 
Sites, see "Bar Advertiser Guide" on page 34. 
For events not at bars, see «LavenderMagazine. 
com/calendar>. 


b. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4 


Lip Service 
9 PM. Town House. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5 


The Atons Holiday Fundraiser 
Benefits The Aliveness Project & 
Open Arms of Minnesota 

5 PM. Tickles. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10 


YOLO 
9 PM. Town House. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11 


The Black Guard Holiday Party 
Bring canned good or 

dry food article for charity 

3 PM. Happy Hour Bar. Gay 90%. 
TAT Show 

9 PM. Town House. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 


Minnesota Storm Patrol Beer Bust 
5 PM. Town House. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16 


Lavender’s ThirstDays 
5:30 PM. Gay 90%. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17 


Dragged Out 

9:30 PM. Town House. 

Holiday Party 

La Femme Show Lounge. Gay 90%. 
Foam Party 

Dance Annex. Gay 905. Ш 


Difference between a co-op and a "club" store: 


\eeGyeryone is =. 
everyday at the Co-op. 
Member or not. 


Make 2010 the Year of the Co-op Difference. 
Join us! 


Early and Lote flight Happy Hour Takeout Available — Gift Certificates Available 
1221 W. Lake Street 612-824-1378 _ www.tumrupthai.com 


kasa | 
5006 Xerxes Ave. S. Mpls 
(612) 922-9192 We can ship your order! 
info@vinaigrettemn.com 
www.vinaigrettemn.com 
Olive Oils Scents & Lotions by Olivella 


FRESH ROASTED 
IN MINNEAPOLIS 
FOR OVER 25 YEARS 


St. Helena Coffee Ground Estate 

Nepal Himalaya Organic 

Jim's 5 Star French Roast 

Jamaica Blue Mountain Pure And more... 


LINDEN HILLS ROASTERY = 
2730 WEST 43rd ST. . SURDYK'S 


— ы OLIS, MN ыо š LIQUOR & CHEESE SHOP 
FAIR TRADE ist FLOOR k SEARS Эг... E 
UA. MALL OF AMERICA 
2000 NE COURT Атена 
BLOOMINGTON, MN 55425 APPROVED 


FOR PEOPLE 


~ Mail Order 1-800-2-finest~ | AND PLANET 
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While I was there on a busy 
Thursday night, my dining 
partner remarked how diners 
tended to linger over their tables 
well into the evening, enjoying just 
one more glass of wine before 
venturing back out into the cold. 


SCUSI 


HAS STRONG CONNECTION TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD IT SERVES 


cusi is part of the Blue Plate family—the company's restaurants also include Edina Grill, Grove- 
land Tap, Highland Park Grill, Longfellow Grill, and Three Squares Restaurant. Those other 
siblings are closely-related, sharing menu items and a similar atmosphere. 

Scusi, on the other hand, more resembles a stepchild, with a chef-driven, fairly-traditional 
Italian menu. Its only apparent Blue Plate “gene” is a strong connection to the neighborhood it 
serves. While I was there on a busy Thursday night, my dining partner remarked how diners 
tended to linger over their tables well into the evening, enjoying just one more glass of wine 
before venturing back out into the cold. 

This tendency to remain tableside may be because of Scusi's inviting, family-friendly dining room, or perhaps 
its generous wine prices. For what most restaurants charge per glass, servers here instead pour a quartino— 
about a glass-and-a-half, which two diners easily can share. If you have four quartinos throughout the course of 
the evening, you've enjoyed the equivalent of a bottle of wine, plus its equal (or less) in typical restaurant price, 
and best yet, you have the freedom to pair it with each course. The restaurant is able to keep prices low thanks => 


Rucola: arugula, red peppers, fontina, garlic oil. Photos by Hubert Bonnet 
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CUISINE * OFF THE EATEN PATH 


UL) WONTEE LIANO: TARRUZZO «САМІ ) Т 
x POT О DAL MASO GAMDELLARA 
` AC СЛЕР: *LAMUDA BIANCO ORGANICO 


e FROGS LEAP SAUVIGNON BLANC 


‘AMINO PINOT 
BAGLIO dt PANETT. 


(Clockwise from upper left) Bar area; Beet Rattafia; Herb Pappardelle. 


This tendency to remain tableside may be because of Scusi’s inviting, 
family-friendly dining room, or perhaps its generous wine prices. 


to a state-of-the-art wine storage system, 
where an open bottle can remain perfectly 
fresh and table-ready for weeks, instead of 
a few days. 

Our first taste of Scusi was crisp, acidic, 
and organic Frog's Leap Sauvignon Blanc 
($10 quartino/$20 mezzo/S29 bottle). A 
prim little bag of rosemary crackers and 
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white bean garlic dip arrived, which we im- 
mediately dumped onto one of many dinner- 
size plates stacked on our table. The reason 
for the plates, we later were told, is that food 
here, with the exception of appetizers and 
salads, comes out of the kitchen when it's 
ready—no heat lamps—so no one's arrives 
dry and congealed because someone else 


ordered steak well-done. Therefore, family- 
style ordering is encouraged—the portions 
aren't so large as to be intimidating, and 
plates definitely are shareable. One easily 
could order both a pasta dish and an entrée, 
and not be too overwhelmed. 

However, we eyed Beef Carpaccio ($9), 
and began there. The acidic Frog's Leap actu- 
ally pairs well with the pragmatic carpaccio, 
which is sprinkled with capers, and drizzled 
with marjoram aioli and olive oil. Sea salt is 
provided at the table, but we were warned 
that we never would need it for Executive 
Chef Alex Zuniga's fare—he is known for his 
seasoning perfection. 

If you're used to a beet salad on the 
brighter side of the taste spectrum, prepare 
for something pleasantly different with Beet 
Rattafia ($9). Zuniga's espresso, red wine, 
and honey rattafia sauce brings out the 
subtle earthy flavor in the beets. It really is 
the perfect winter salad, with its St. Pete's 
blue cheese and lush bed of mixed greens. 
If your server offers fresh cracked pepper, 
say yes. With the salad, we had a quartino of 
creamy, fuller-bodied Lageder Chardonnay 
($8.50/817/824.50). He 


4-6 pm & 8-10 pm Daily 


2 for 1 Beers, 1/2 off Wine 


Е 
o. 


\ à 
MB vo PP. 
„ы 


NATURALLY IT’S BETTER 


vegetarians, vegans, carnivores, gluten free, picky eaters 
We have something for everybody seven days a week 


CHARMING 
GN DAT rN 
° YEIGHBOR HOOD 


+ 
> 


Gr т т ANI Ф стт ID ANT 
1 |/ NL I 74 AN RES LAUR. AN | 
к= =. sf: “dh 


Happy Hour 
Half-Price Wine 
Pasta Bar Lunch 
Venetian Inspired Banquet Room 


& RISTORANTE ММО @ 


Mon-Thurs Пат-10рт Fri-Sat llam |a, 


Sunday 11ат-?рт 
4168 W Broadway Ave. | Robbinsdale | 763-537-3700 


Mon-Sun 3-5:30 & 8-close 


Kindee Thai Restaurant 
719 2nd St. South 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
(612) 465-8303 
www.kindeethairestaurant.com 
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CUISINE * OFF THE EATEN PATH 


Learning that Scusi pastas are house- 
made, we couldn't resist sampling Herb 
Pappardelle ($8). On dreary winter week- 
ends, my mother used to make homemade 
noodles, which have no comparison in tex- 
ture or taste to a manufactured product—at 
least, I haven't found a product that can per- 
form as well when cooked al dente. These 
fat, succulent noodles—the name “pap- 
pardelle” actually derives from the verb 
meaning “to gobble up"—are tossed with 
fresh herbs, shallots, white wine, butter, 
and a little extra virgin olive oil. What more 
does one need, really? 

That last was supposed to be rhetorical, 
butIrealized I had an answer: Braised Short 
Ribs ($11). Like the pappardelle, this dish is 
uncomplicated, yet very satisfying. Brancaia 
Tre ($10/920/829), rich with cocoa, dark 
fruit, and tannins, is a standout pairing. 

The special Apple Spice Cake (usually 
around $6) is moist to the point that it almost 
mimics bread pudding. All desserts at Scusi 
are made in-house. From what I tasted of the 
apple spice cake, if your evening is not go- 
ing well at another restaurant, by all means 
get the check, and head here for dessert... 


plus—what the hell?—another glass of wine. 
My dining partner and I both don't eat sweets 
often (I simply must find a friend with an un- 
healthy sugar habit), but the cake vanished 
in a few minutes—it was that good. 

Scusi also offers pizza, with a selection of 
olives, meats, and cheeses, but mi scusi, one 
only can do so much in one evening. 

Reservations, recommended for peak 


ü 


Dining area. 


dining hours, are available through <www. 
opentable.com>. HEIDI FELLNER 


Scusi 

1806 St. Clair Ave., St. Paul 
(651) 789-7007 
www.scusistpaul.com 


WEDNESDAYS 


ЫШЫ Ш а 
i 


Anne 


А.А. 


ear $ TERR 
_ Wine Destination 


Jameson all [ OR 
day, every K 
Wednesday кш 


OPEN ЛОО ШСМ 


(comejhave)funfandi d your 
localimusic[at. — Moe;s! 


Over 2600 Wines In Stock 


More Arriving Weekly - Free, in store tastings every Fri & Sat, 2-7p.m. 


Large Selection of Beer & Spirits 


Great Prices on Premium Brands 


Thank You Lavender Readers 
For Choosing Us As Your “FAB WINE SHOP” of 2009 


www.sorellawines.com 
612-339-4040 
1010 Washington Avenue South 


Ground Level of The Bridgewater Lofts 
Free Garage Parking! Hours: 10-9 M-Th, 10-10 F-Sat 


ACEIBSTCTGY Reenter | угулуу burgermoesicon 


KS west оў е 


ZI we 


et [saint Pat, MN 55102 ['65: 
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511222.3100 


Selby € Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


Wine bar f cake 


HAPPY HOUR 5-6 PM 
1/2 PRICE BOTTLES 
20% OFF GLASSES 


VOTED BEST WINE BAR BY 
LAVENDER READERS FOR THE 
FAB 50 AWARDS! 


roast(~ 
l 


612.333. 

415N. 15 MINNEAPOLIS 
Hours: Tu JN. 5-11PM 
FRI & SAT 5PM-MIDNIGHT 


NCAA Women’s Basketball 


Highlights 


Check out Lavender’s exculsive 
Photo Gallery of the 
Gopher Women’s Basketball 
games and local women’s 
NCAA basketball games 


D 


„А ZÀ 
" [Y 
jq. rm 


Tune in for a fast, funny mix of news, celebrities 
and cocktails for a winning dinner party. 


covered by photographer 
Sophia Hantzes. 
LavenderMagazine.com/Gophers 


The Dinner Party Download" 
Fridays 6:20 p.m. 911 MPH ReWS 
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LEISURE * GET OUTTA TOWN 


Welcome to the New 
Milwaukee. Over the past 
decade, the city has come 
of age. 


hile jogging along the 
emerald shoreline of 
Lake Michigan, past 
the urban backdrop 
of high-style high-ris- 
es and a world-class 
art museum, I’m thinking, “Chicago...Eat 
your heart out!” 

Welcome to the New Milwaukee. Over 
the past decade, the city has come of age. 
Today, its where Chicagoans flock to get 
their culture fix, roam elegant boutiques, 
and score dining finds. The experience is 
friendlier, safer, and—oh, yeah—cheaper 
than That Other City. 

And, talk about slick? Waltz into the Iron 
Horse, a boutique hotel with faux-zebra car- 
pets that slink between walls of chocolate and 
aqua, dressing a gentrified 1907 factory. Re- 
hearse your look of laid-back cool in prep for 
storming the adjoining Third Ward—a Soho 
on steroids. Its anchor, the Public Market, 
coddles not squash and tomatoes, but an en- 
clave of eateries such as St. Paul Fish Compa- 
ny (lobster dinner $12, backed by Schlitz for 
a buck), as well as a breadsmith, chocolatier, 
wine guy, margarita taqueria, and more. 

Then shop. You'll drop—at least, your 
jaw—at the likes of luxe Lela, sporting high- 
style frocks by local designers (vintage, too); 
Lorena Sarbu, set to outfit Oscar Night; Shoo, 
to sole your feet with $300 one-of-a-kinders; 
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FOR A GAY OLD TIME, CRUISE THE BARS IN BAYVIEW, AKA GAYVIEW, INCLUDING LA CAGE, 


BALLGAME, BOOM & THE ROOM, FLUID, D.I.X., AND A DOZEN MORE. 


and even Retique, the Goodwill outlet that 
has culled the glam castoffs of high society 
to suit you up for openings at neighboring art 
galleries. Check out the live theater and op- 
era on offer. Go all locovore at Hinterland, a 
gastropub matching flights of brews to flights 
of fancy such as pork cheeks with apple slaw; 
walleye with wild rice, almonds, and cranber- 
ries in parsnip-tahini sauce; or elk tenderloin 
bathed with a date/wine reduction. 

Stride the planks of RiverWalk, a three- 
mile hike from the Third Ward to Third 
Street, where brick buildings from the 1800s 
harbor classic food finds like Wisconsin 
Cheese Mart, boasting 200 varieties curated 
by brothers Ken and Alan; marble-clad Using- 
er's Famous Sausage, purveying 125 varieties; 
Spice House, with four types of hand-ground 
cinnamon alone; and Mader's, since 1902 a 
cavern of armor and dirndls, papered with 
autographed photos of satiated celebs, from 
Frank Sinatra and Audrey Hepburn to Bill 
Clinton. For the insider skinny, join Milwau- 
kee Food Tours, a two-hour tasting tromp— 
<www.milwaukeefoodtours.com>. 

Calls for a bit of liquid refreshment, and 
Milwaukee has a tour for that, too. Lakefront 


offers what its laff-a-minute leader calls the 
best-rated brewery tour—"because you 
don’t have to wait till the end of the tour to 
start drinking.” Imbibe Beermaking 101 
while sampling Lakefront’s four pours. Fish 
fry and polka band on Fridays, too. 

Hard-core, are you? Then Great Lakes 
Distillery is your equal, with tour and tasting 
of its new plant producing vodka, absinthe, 
and Roamin’ Dave’s Rum. Shaken, not 
stirred? That’s the drill at the Safe House, 
an unmarked bar on a dark, unmarked alley, 
home of 007-type high jinks. Trick mirrors, 
secret passages, even magicians. Cajole a 
buddy for the password, or you'll be given 
the third degree in the form of, say, perform- 
ing a humbling chicken dance. 

For a gay old time, cruise the bars in 
Bayview, AKA Gayview, including La Cage, 
Ballgame, Boom & The Room, Fluid, D.I.X., 
and a dozen more. Downtown, the Intercon- 
tinental Hotel is launching GLBT Thursdays 
in its snazzy bar, zenden. 

And if it’s cool, look for TV personality 
John McGivern. He and his boyfriend are 
huge fans of The Invasion—a gay-only Fi- 
nal Friday, 400-strong invasion of a straight 


bar whose location is announced at the very 
last minute to an evite list—so popular that 
clubs beg to be featured. You also will spot 
McGivern at PrideFest Milwaukee, one of 
the largest in the nation, featuring entertain- 
ment by the likes of Joan Rivers. 

The festival grounds lie in Milwaukee’s 
most famous shadow—that of its stunning 
lakefront Art Museum, designed by Cala- 
trava, Spain’s primo architect. “It’s the Syd- 
ney Opera House of Milwaukee,” the locals 
boast. Inside the graceful silhouette, the col- 
lection ranges from mummies to Monets. 

Fueled by caffeine at Alterra, a local cof- 
fee-roaster steaming things up in a former 
lakeside pump house, proceed to Grohm- 
ann Museum, celebrating men at work: 700 
paintings by masters, old and older, portray- 
ing arduous occupations, from blacksmith- 
ing to hoeing fields and milling steel. Don’t 
miss the grassy rooftop sculpture garden. 

Haggerty Art Museum hosts its own gem 
of a collection—ranging from etchings by 
Hogarth to photos of Black Panthers—near 
a Medieval chapel moved here from Joan 
of Arc’s hometown, both on the gorgeous 
Marquette University campus. Next, => 
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LEISURE * GET OUTTA TOWN 
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(Clockwise from left) Summerfest night; Public Museum; Milwaukee Theatre marquee. Photos Courtesy of visitmilwaukee.org 


PRIDEFEST MILWAUKEE, PNI SO En C] SS DM ЕИ FEATURES 


ENTERTAINMENT BY THE LIKES OF JOAN RIVERS. 


it’s on to the new Jewish Museum, boasting 
a tapestry created for it by Marc Chagall in 
honor of Milwaukee-born Golda Meir, an 
early Prime Minister of Israel. The museum 
weaves the story of Jewish immigrants to 
Milwaukee and their accomplishments with 
the heart-rending testimony of the city’s Ho- 
locaust survivors. 

Now for a horse of a different color: a 
museum of chic industrial demeanor portray- 
ing the magic—and mechanics—of the iron 
horse Harley Davidson, showcasing a pristine 
model of each year from its inception in 1903, 
along with tidbits of social history. It was mar- 
keted after World War I to gals as a “ladies’ 
experience”; adopted after World War II by 
biker clubs; and subsequently customized by 
masters of the glue gun, such as Elvis Pres- 
ley’s hog and another for homeboy Liberace. 

Time for dinner, and do I have some tips 
for you. For the finest of fine dining in the 
cosy contempo setting that once housed 
his parents’ grocery store, Sandy D’Amato 
maintains Sanford’s high standards with 
a seasonal menu that segues from mussel 
timbale to roasted tomato soup, and from 
cumin-dusted salmon to plum tart aside ice 
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cream perfumed with lemon verbena. Just 
as tasty: my friend’s crepinette of pheasant 
and sweetbread with roasted parsnips and 
truffle-thyme brown butter. 

The Bartoletta Boys also have put Mil- 
waukee on a knowing diner's map with sev- 
eral concepts tapping their Italian roots. In 
their fab French café perched above the lake, 
Lake Park Bistro, the James Beard Award- 
winning chef honors classics like mussels/ 
frites, singular pátés, and oeufs mollet (deep- 
fried softboiled eggs with mushrooms, fri- 
see, and truffle vinaigrette), along with duck 
confit, grilled salmon, and role-model steak/ 
frites (more pencil-slender fries). 

Roots lives its mantra—farm to table 
food—in a relaxed setting where guests can 
gobble salmon with chile-polenta relleno, 
black beans, and tomatillos, or succumb to 
pork scallops with sweetbread falafel, beet 
tahini, and minted almonds. For dessert: to- 
mato jam with honey/plum sorbet. 

Distil is the new kid on Wisconsin Street, 
Downtown Milwaukee’s restaurant row, win- 
ning applause for its dead-simple concept: 
predinner and postdinner list of Bourbons, 
hand-crafted cocktails, wine flights—what- 


ever—accompanied by elite cheese or char- 
cuterie choices, plus, um, unusual desserts, 
including ice creams flavored with bacon 
(no!), charred barrel (mildly scented vanil- 
la), and tarragon (bring it on!). 

Head to Café at the Plaza, anchoring 
a shabby-chic hotel of Art Deco days, for 
smart updates of diner fare: eggs with black 
truffle oil; scrambled smoked trout; or ba- 
nana pancakes served with almond butter 
and banana syrup. 

Thus assured your clothes no longer fit, 
the places for fellas to regarb lead off with 
Roger Stevens, within the ubergorgeous 
grande dame hotel, the Pfister, source of 
classic custom wear. At Aala Read, on ec- 
centic Brady Street—once Italian (stop in 
the oldtime grocery for a whiff of the moth- 
erland), then a hippie haven, and now a scen- 
ester’s scene—win style points for starting 
your gym shoe collection (they’re worse than 
potato chips...can’t stop with just one), along 
with affordable office-to-playtime wear. 

Eager to get it on? Contact <visitmilwau 
kee.org>. But first, a vocabulary lesson: Lo- 
cals use only two syllables—M’waukee—not 
a wasteful excess of three. CARLA WALDEMAR 


Pick it Up! 


Want Lavender available at your favorite 
coffee shop, restaurant, or gift shop? 


Email us the business name, contact 
person, and phone number of a site that 
you recommend distribute Lavender. 


If they sign up, we'll send you a 
restaurant gift card. 


Email your suggested sites to: 
linda@lavendermagazine.com 


Find your copy of Lavender at more than 850 distribution sites. 


irector ç 


lls ls AJ) ` Stephen ICA 


1. 


Volunteer! 


Hennepin County 2011 Citizen Advisory Boards 


Vacancies available on: 

- Adult Mental Health Advisory Council 

— Community Action Partnership of Suburban Hennepin Board 
- County Extension Committee (Minnesota Extension Service) 
— Human Resources Board 

- Library Board 

- Three Rivers Park District 

- Workforce Investment Board 


Application deadline: Jan. 7, 2011 
For more information and to apply online: AZ 7. ut 
www.hennepin.us/volunteering. 


sophisticated modern luxury КУЛ 


experience the modern conveniences 
only a true luxury hotel can provide 


great holiday menus 
starting at $20 per person at Cosmos, 
Bradstreet and in our Banquet Rooms 


minnesota's only four diamond hotel & restaurant 


gz graves|ó0l hotel 
WYNDHAM GRAND COLLECTION 


graves6é0!hotel.com 


612.312.1135 


COSMOS 


CONTEMPORARY CUISINE 
cosmosrestaurant.com 


612.312.1168 


BRADSTREET 


CRAFTSHOUSE RESTAURANT 
bradstreetcraftshouse.com 
612.512.1821 
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LEISURE 


INTERNAL BRANDING 


GLBT 
PRIDE 


he concept of pride can take many forms for 
members of the GLBT community. Therefore, 
it may be helpful to put the idea of pride into a 
somewhat different context, allowing us to con- 
sider the notion from a new angle. A metaphor 
that expresses the unfamiliar in terms of the 
familiar can be useful for such purposes. 
With this in mind, let’s take a look at the 
idea of pride as a product of internal branding. 
Perhaps doing so will give us a fresh insight into why GLBT pride 
can be both internal and external in its applications and manifesta- 
tions. Admittedly, it might seem a little strange to think of GLBT as a 
brand. Yet, in a very real sense, that’s exactly what it is. 

It has been said that a brand is a sum of identity, image, and as- 
piration. Choosing to identify ourselves as GLBT can allow us to 
develop a core sense of self (and of belonging to something larger 
than ourselves) to which we strongly relate. We become a sum of our 
GLBT identity; we create a unique image that we offer to the world; 
and we develop an aspiration to be open about who are, without guilt 
or shame, as much and as often as possible. This type of personal 
growth is at the heart of developing a sense of GLBT pride. 

In the business community, increasing numbers of companies are 
recognizing the significance of employee buy-in to the organization 
and its brand. The Canadian Marketing Association defines internal 
branding as “the set of strategic processes that align and empower 
employees to deliver the appropriate customer experience in a con- 
sistent fashion.” Being an advocate for its brand can be a key to suc- 
cess for the company, and thus for its people. 

For those of us who are GLBT, internal branding is also a process. 
However, because it’s also a very individualized journey of discovery, 
it may or may not be consciously strategic. After all, most of us don’t 
plan to be GLBT—we find that out about ourselves, and make the 
choice to accept or buy into it, over time. This process involves per- 
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sonal exploration; life experiences; an acceptance of our differences 
and similarities; a recognition of our intrinsic sexual orientation and/ 
or gender identity; and the choice to self-identify with being GLBT. 
Internal branding, therefore, becomes a way of accessing, under- 
standing, approving, and legitimately demonstrating pride in ourselves 
and in our GLBT community. It’s how we come to validate who we are, 


and distinguish our individual/collective worth as human beings. 

The benefits of internal branding for a business organization 
usually include better-informed employees who become happier 
with their jobs, their lives, etc., ultimately resulting in happier 
customers coming back for more. 

The focus on internal branding for employees involves a le- 
gitimate business strategy aimed at increasing company revenue 
and controlling costs in a nonmanipulative manner. These are 
strong benefits, and they are good ones if you’re interested in 
being profitable. Think 3M, Coca-Cola, NFL, etc. 

Advantages also are derived personally when a GLBT individ- 
ual begins the process of internal branding. They include being 
happier with one’s life, relationships, overall health, and status 
in the world. When something feels right, and makes you happy, 
you want to come back for more. That’s a primary benefit of in- 
ternal branding as a source of GLBT pride. 

In business, three fundamental elements appear to contrib- 
ute to the success of an employee branding strategy and imple- 
mentation: pride/confidence, stories/culture, and consistency. 
Each of them is a significant component in the successful de- 
velopment of internal branding. Let’s examine them from the 
perspective of a GLBT person. 

Pride/confidence correlates directly to the set of values that 
we tend to associate with being GLBT. However, it’s important to 
recognize that each person will bring his or her own set of values 
to the table, and interpret/apply them accordingly. Some have 
called this initiative a “quest for meaning.” 

As they engage in this endeavor, many find they develop a 
sense of pride in being GLBT, along with an inner confidence 
that allows them to operate more healthily in the world. Self- 
acceptance is a powerful thing. So, while we learn to take pride 
in our GLBT status, we also gain confidence that we are worth- 
while, and can achieve anything we set out to do. 

Over time, our pride and confidence continue to grow, mo- 
tivating us to succeed even further in our personal/communal 
quest for meaning. Pride in ourselves and in our community is, 
therefore, a beneficial result of this “quest for meaning.” 

Stories/culture is about the creation and continual nurturing of 
individual and community identity. One of the most effective ways 
of communicating a business brand and fostering a sense of internal 
branding is through the use of stories. In an organization, the telling 
and retelling of the “company story” is a powerful way to instill a 
sense of belonging and dedication to the business’s brand. Doing so 
helps build solidarity and a sense of organizational culture. 

For GLBT persons, the telling of our stories and history pro- 
vides tangible evidence and context for meaningful, life-affirming 
behaviors in ways that easily can be illustrated and remembered. 
For example, the AIDS Quilt has been a powerful symbol of 
events that significantly impact the GLBT community. Recogniz- 
ing June as Pride Month is also a way of helping to develop a 
sense of extended family and strong community. Gathering to- 
gether at Pride festivals, marching in Pride parades, and attend- 
ing various Pride-related events are other ways in which GLBT 
culture grows and thrives. 

Consistency has to do with engaging in healthy, affirming be- 


INTERNAL BRANDING BECOMES A WAY OF ACCESSING, UNDERSTANDING, APPROVING, AND LEGITI- 


MATELY DEMONSTRATING PRIDE IN OURSELVES AND IN OUR GLBT COMMUNITY. 


haviors on a steady basis. A sense of pride in being GLBT doesn’t 
appear just automatically one day. It is, instead, the cumulative 
product of thoughts and actions over time that lead to an enhanced 
awareness of our own worth, validity, and place in the world. This, 
in turn, creates a sense of wholeness and congruence within the 
individual. Our inner identity becomes more aligned and in tune 
with our external experience, allowing us to know ourselves more 
fully, and relate to the larger GLBT community in healthy ways. 

Consistency in every area of life is something to be desired, but 
it is perhaps even more important when a person is GLBT. Develop- 
ing dependable habits, thoughts, and behaviors helps us create a 
strong sense of pride in who we are and in belonging to the larger 
GLBT community. 

Internal branding is a way of understanding, inculcating, and 
expressing a positive connection to an idea, a concept, an organiza- 
tion, a state of mind, a group, or a community. When we come to be- 
lieve in what we're doing, or in who we are, we internally accept and 
identify with a specific brand. For a GLBT person, this type of ac- 
ceptance and identification allows one to become a more integrated 
individual, as well as a member of a specific community composed 
of many GLBT people. 

Human beings are social creatures—and, as Maslow tells us, 
the human need to belong is a major source of motivation. Indi- 
viduals join groups with which they share commonalities. People 
like to feel that they can relate to someone who is similar to them. 
They also want to be around those whom they believe can under- 
stand them. 

We're discovering that internal branding can be a legitimate source 
of motivation for personal identification and group attachment. It's a 
way for individuals to grow in selfunderstanding and in their con- 
nections to others in society. It's also a way for GLBT people to gain 
greater selfacceptance and a stronger sense of individual strength, 
as well become a *member of the tribe," and more fully actualized on 
any number of levels. 

Consider a few questions that may add some meaning to your 
own notion of GLBT pride. 

* Does being GLBT have a positive connotation and/or influ- 
ence in my life? 

* [f not, why is that? 

* Do I have connections with others who share my experi- 
ence of being GLBT? 

* Do I feel a sense of belonging to the larger GLBT community? 

• Do I feel a personal sense of pride in being GLBT? 

* [fI have pride in being GLBT, from where does that feeling 
originate? 

* What are two or three things that I might do to develop 
further or enhance my personal sense of GLBT pride? 

Taking pride in being GLBT is not the equivalent of arro- 
gance. Instead, it's about a realistic acceptance of our core hu- 
man identity, and being glad about our uniqueness. We are spe- 
cial, remarkable people (not better than others, to be sure, but 
different), and we have much in which we legitimately can take 
pride. This year, try counting the ways in which your singular 
differences help you become a stronger, better person. Discover 
what internal branding can mean for you. VANESSA SHERIDAN 
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BIG 


GA 
NEWS 


«СОМ 


Your News. Your Way. 


Your #1 Source for GLBT news. 


"Tangletown Gardens 
is always fresh, unique 
and ever changing." 


- Debra Lerner, Golden Valley 


tangletowngardens.com 


4 great ways to get your 
BIG GAY NEWS fix! 


T 


Log on BigGay News.com 


т 


the absolute urban garden 
center experience. 


Download daily podcast 
from iTunes 


w 


Get the news as it happens 
on Twitter.com/biggaynews 


Sign ир at BigGayNews.com 
for a daily email of the 
latest headlines 


Casino Resort 
CASINO | HOTEL | EVENT CENTER | GOLF 
888-771-0777 ° OPEN 24/7 


Only 20 minutes south of Duluth * 1-35 & Exit 235 * Carlton, MN 
blackbearcasinoresort.com * Please play responsibly. 


e 


GLBT NEWS PODCAST. 


Owned and operated by the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
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ACCOUNTING & BOOKEEPING 
SERVICES 


BARBERS 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


4500 Park Glen Rd. 
Suite 425 


St. Louis Park, MN 
55416 


Professionals p 612-822-7177 
f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


ADDICTION INFO & TREATMENT 


IDE 
IN@TITUTE 


Creating Healthy LGBT Community 


800-547-7433 
www. pride-institute.com 


YEARS 


Biber: 
on 


ryant 


A New Fashioned Barbershop 


2920 Bryant Ave S #105 * Minneapolis 
BarbersOnBryant.com 


Appointments 
Recommended 


Brian: 612.309.8743 f 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


ATTORNEYS 


Attorney 


DWI — Criminal Defense 
Former Assistant Attorney General 


AUTOMOTIVE 


HAGEN $ 2222 


Family owned and 
operated for over 
60 years! 

Full service for all makes and models 
Free Estimates 
Insurance Approved 
www.hagensautobody.com 


28th & Lyndale Ave S, MPLS 
(612) 872-6671 


You can Now 


see the 


F 


online 


DIGITAL EDITION. 


The Harbor Group, Inc. 


An Independent Financial and Гета] Firm 
200 Village Center Drive, Suite 700 
North Oaks, MN 55127. 
651-633-5611 
олтарот реон 0071 
терта Иш ро Iussituienis, Ше. 

еіс. 


= = == 
Ha milto n-Clark Grou p 
* Auto & Home Insurance 

* Business Insurance 


* Financial Services 
тшш 
Kelly H. Clark 200 
(612) 729-1509 THE HARTFORD 
HamiltonClarkGroup.com 


HEALTH & FITNESS 


Eight Week 
Mo 


Martial Arts Classes for Children, 
Women and Men 

783 Raymond Ave., St. Paul 

651.247.6602 

, dave@runningtiger.com 

i www.runningtiger.com 


Ne TIGER 
5 KENPO 


Stay Healthy All Winter. = 


Build a strong immune system 
with NUTRIFERON. Naturally 
increases levels of interferon 


Exclusive to Shaklee. 
= 
Shaklee 412-259-8118 


Creating Healthier Lives* 
Independent Distributor WWW.COOGAN.MYSHAKLEE.COM 


HOME SERVICES 


{ WWW.SODERLIN.COM 
n 3612 Cedar Avenue South Minneapolis MN 55407 
! Licensed, Bonded & Insured 


SODERLIN N 


— 


m X Handyman 


On time. Done mo 
Put Mr. Handyman to work for you! 
Vf Drywall Repairs 
vf Tile/Grout 
(vf Door Install/Adjust 
[Vf Caulk/Grout 
М! Deck Repair/Clean/Stain 
М Repair, Improve, Maintain! 
Locally Owned and Operated 


PROFESSIONAL, SAFE AND RELIABLE 
LIC# 20633898 - BONDED & INSURED 


612-547-7000 


www.mrhandyman.com 


) 642.724-4080zmNcE 1914 | 
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


Celebrating 10 years 


of great remodeling projects 


Kitchen- Bath - Additions - Design - Remodel 


^ A 


CONSTRUCTION 


Timothy Ferraro, 


MN Lie. 20225441 Certified Remodeler à ` 


952-926-0164 


bluestemconstrution.com 


HI-TECH INSTALLATIONS 


HOME THEATRE SYSTEMS 
HOME SECURITY SYSTEMS 


WHOLE HOUSE SYSTEMS 
932-938-7300 = HITECHINSTALL.COM 
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CALENDAR 


DECEMBER 


Friday, December 


BINGO BONANZA FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 
Start the holiday season off right with Miss 
Richfield 1981’s 2010 holiday show, Bingo 
Bonanza for the Holidays. The audience 
gets to play, as Miss R calls three rounds of 
bingo for her favorite charity, plus discuss- 
es her latest travels, appropriate dress, 
and other vital matters. Through Dec. 19. 
Illusion Theater, 528 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 339-4944. «wwwillusiontheater.org». 


Photo Courtesy of Christopher Beer 


FAUX. Uptown Minneapolis today is the 
setting of this new locally-made film by 
director-writer-cinematographer Christo- 
pher Beer. It blurs the categories of gay, 
straight, and even bisexual. Caleb, played 
by Andrew Sass, has lost his wife, Annie, 
but connects with Rin, portrayed by Je- 
mar Rovie-Frenchwood, igniting luminous 
passion. Through Dec. 5. St. Anthony Main 
Theatre. 115 Main St. SE, Mpls. (612) 331- 
4723. «www.fallingupsky.com». 


A JUSTICE-CENTERED HOLIDAY MAR- 
KET & GLBT BOOK FAIR. Here's a great 
opportunity to enhance your holiday gift- 
giving experience by purchasing unique 
cultural gifts, crafts, art, plus GLBT books 
addressing safety, self-defense, saying 
no to suicide, and much more. Also, you'll 
find opportunities to make gift donations 
in support of organizations that work to 
address critical human and environmen- 
tal needs. Refreshments available. 11 
AM-3 PM. Cherokee Park United Church, 
371 W. Baker St., St. Paul. (651) 227-4275. 
«www.cherokeeparkunited.org». 


QUATREFOIL ANNUAL USED GLBT 
BOOK SALE. Come out to Quatrefoil 
Library, where hundreds of fiction and 
nonfiction paperbacks and hardcovers 
are for sale from $1 to $5 each. During the 
last half-hour's bag sale, select a bag-full 
of books for only $5. 11 AM-3 PM. Quatre- 
foil Library, 1619 Dayton Ave., St. Paul. (651) 
641-0969. «www.qlibrary.org». 


Sunday, December 


LAVENDER'S OUT IN THE STANDS. Join 
Lavender at the Metrodome to watch the 
Vikings take on the Buffalo Bills. Your ticket 
includes a pregame brunch at Tickles, an 
OUT in the Stands T-shirt, game admis- 
sion, and a postgame beer bust at Tickles. 
A limited number of tickets are available, 
so order yours today. Pregame Brunch at 
Tickles, 9-10:30 AM. Game at Mall of Amer- 
ica Field, Mpls., Noon. Tickets $60. <www. 
lavendermagazine.com/outinthestands> 


Monday, December 


FULL CIRCLE. It's a two-person exhibition 
of painting by Jim Dryden and ceramic 
installation by Kathy Wismar. Dryden's 
work explores themes of partnership, re- 
lationship, and intimacy in which circular 
motifs reference a sense of connection 
and continuity. Hand-built or thrown on 
a wheel, Kathy Wismar’s unique pieces 
acknowledge the past, while reaching 
into the future. Through Jan 10. Opening 
reception Dec. 11. Traffic Zone Gallery, 250 
3rd Ave. N., Mpls. (651) 592-1841. «wwwtraf 
ficzoneart.com>. 


Tuesday, December 


JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING TECHNI- 
COLOR DREAMCOAT. You are what you 


dream. Enjoy this perennially-popular pro- 
duction, with lyrics by Tim Rice and mu- 
sic by Andrew Lloyd Webber. It features 
American Idol finalist Anthony Federov, 
along with a cast of 80, including 50 local 
children. Through Jan. 2. Ordway Center 
for the Performing Arts, 345 Washington 
St., St. Paul. (651) 224-4222. «www.ordway. 
org» 


Friday, December 


2 PIANOS, 4 HANDS. This production 
brings fabulous music, hilarious one- 
liners, and razor-sharp insights into the 
world of competition for the holiday sea- 
Son. Two actors, playing grand pianos 
and multiple roles, grace the stage, as 
the story of two piano whiz kids unfolds. 
Through Jan. 2. Park Square Theatre, 20 
W. 7th PI, St. Paul. (651) 291-7005. «www. 
parksquaretheatre.org». 


HOLIDAY HARMONIES: RINGING IN THE 
SEASON. Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
rings in its 30th season with its annual 
holiday concert in collaboration with Bells 
of the Lake handbell choir. As always, the 
chorus will perform works richly steeped 
in holiday traditions, while adding wit and 
whimsy, along with over-the-top staging, 
as only it can do. Dec 10-11, 8 PM. Dec. 
12, 2 PM. Ted Mann Concert Hall, Univ. of 
Minn., 2128 4th St. S., Mpls. (612) 624-2345. 
«www.northrop.umn.edu». 


Saturday, December 


ELLIS HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE CONCERT. 
Nationally-touring singer-songwriter Ellis 
repeatedly has been voted Best Local 
Musician by Lavender readers. She in- 
vites you to her 7th-annual Holiday Food 
Drive Concert, a music-filled evening to 
help out needy Twin Cities residents of 
the Twin Cities. The concert usually sells 
out, so buy tickets in advance, and arrive 
early to get a seat. 8 PM. Ginkgo Coffee- 
house, 721 N. Snelling Ave., St. Paul. «www. 
ellis-music.com». 


ONGOING 


BORN YESTERDAY. This comedy by 
Garson Kanin is the story of the vulgar, 
egotistic—and rich—Harry Brock, as he 
arrives in our nation’s capital toting his 
ex-showgirl mistress, Billie. While he's 
out making backroom deals, he hires a 
newspaper reporter to tutor her in the 
ways of Washington. She proves to be a 
quick study. This comedy had one of the 
longest Broadway runs in history. Through 
Dec. 12. Theatre in the Round Players, 245 
Cedar Ave., Mpls. (612) 333-3010. <www. 
theatreintheround.org>. 


BRETT FAVRE’S CHRISTMAS SPECTAC- 
ULAR І: THE SECOND COMING. Break 
from the family fumbles of the holiday 
season, and cheer, as the all-star holi- 
day lineup takes the field for Brett Favre's 
Christmas Spectacular Il: The Second 
Coming. Brave New Workshop spike the 
holiday season with seasonal favorites, 
plus all-new sketches and songs, to leave 
audiences laughing through the New Year. 
Through Jan. 29. Brave New Workshop, 
2605 Hennepin Ave. S., Mpls. (612) 332- 
6620. «www.bravenewworkshop.com». 


THE CHRISTMAS SCHOONER. Written 
by John Reeger, with music and lyrics by 
Julie Shannon, it's the true story of the 
Christmas Tree Ships that sailed on Lake 
Michigan to bring evergreens to the peo- 
ple of Chicago in the late 1800s. Beautiful 
songs and joyful dances performed by 
the 15-person ensemble make this retell- 
ing a warm family entertainment for the 
holiday season. Through Dec. 19. The His- 
tory Theatre, 30 E. 10th St, St. Paul. (651) 
292-4323. <www.historytheatre.com>. 


TRETTER COLLECTION 10TH ANNIVER- 
SARY EXHIBIT. Celebrating the 10th an- 
niversary of the internationally-acclaimed 
Tretter Collection in GLBT Studies at the 
University of Minnesota, an exhibit, Saving 
Our Lives, runs through February 5. Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, Elmer L. Andersen 
Library. <http://z.umn.edu/tretterevents>. 


TRIPLE ESPRESSO. It's the irresistible 
story of a comedy trio going for their big 
break, only to have their hopes dashed 
over and over on the rocks of one magnif- 
icently funny failure after another. Hugh, 
Buzz, and Bobby reunite for a hilarious 
evening of music, magic, and megalaughs 
in this audience favorite that appeals to 
everyone from age 6 to 106. It's a perfect 
group outing. Through Jan. 9. Music Box 
Theatre, 1407 Nicollet Ave., Mpls. (612) 424- 
1407. <www.musicboxtheatre.org>. 
For additional calendar events, visit 
<www.LavenderMagazine.com>. 
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HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


PET PRODUCTS 


FAST PROFESSIONAL TREE CARE 
uz 0 
Ryans Tree Care 


Tree Trimming • Tree Removal • Storm Damage Service 
Lot Clearing * Dutch Elm Disease and 
Oak Wilt Control/Removal re 
tive Pricing 612.363.1942 
952.303.5500 
www.RyansTreeCare.com 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


A - Z ELECTRIC 


E We'll do (almost) anything A-Z! 


All forms of Home Services provided! 


No job too small * Residential or Commercial 
24 Hour Service * Licensed Bonded Insured 


Chris 612.275.2117 


TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 
"Well go OUT on a limb for you." 


Serving the Metro Area 
FREE Estimates for Removal & Trimming 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Gertified Arborist on Staff 
Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping 
Stump Grinding * Storm Damage 
Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
24 yrs. Experience * Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
Cell: 612-998-3157 


To Advertise in 
THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


INSURANCE 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 
Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMER: 


< 


FARMERS 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


Tim Wagner 
952-935-1141 


tim.wagner.ssn5@statefarm.com 


Nokomis Pet Clinic 
The Neighborhood Pet Clinic 


< 2917 East 42nd Street 
NOKOMIS Minneapolis, MN 55406 


PET 


CLINIC 


Phone:612-767-4546 


Amos Deinard, DVM 


www.NokomisPetClinic.com 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


mcg 


MADSON 


CONSULTING GROUP, LLC. 
Life COACHING 


Nancy Madson 
^ Life Coach 


Are You Ready To... 


Align your passions with your values? 

Give voice and action to your dreams and goals? 
Have a career with greater fulfillment? 

Experience a better life balance? 

Move successfully through a significant transition? 


If you answer yes to the questions above, contact me for a 
complimentary coaching session! 


952.200.6877 * www.nancymadson.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


uptownoskinspg 
dermatology Gea —— 


Your skin isn’t 
“one size fits all.” 
Your skin care 
shouldn’t be either. 
Education • Experience 

/ Excellence 
Jaime Davis, MD 
Mayo Clinic Educated Healthy Skin, it’s a 
Board Certified Dermatologist Beautiful Thing! 


1221 W. Lake St., Suite 208, Mpls, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 


www.UptownDermatology.com 


„with a smile. 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist • 612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


= 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


Lisa M. Chase, PhD, LICSW 


651-278-5370 


Stillwater 
Minneapolis 


Psychotherapist 


Lisa Chase Site: Psychology Today 
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PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Thomas P. Carrillo PH.D., PA. 


Licensed Psychologist 


Individual & Couples Therapy 
400 S. 4th St. #854, Minneapolis 612.288.5000 
1600 University Ave. W, #505, St. Paul 651.645.0980 


Evening appointments, most major insurance accepted, and major credit cards accepted. 


Kate Heffelfinger, M.A., P.A. 


Licensed Psychologist 


Mindful Intentional Living 
Individual & Couples Therapy 
No Cost Initial Session 
Most Insurance Accepted. 
Visa/Mastercard accepted. 


Lake Pointe Centre 

3100 W. Lake St., Ste #419 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
612.922.9100 
kate_heffelfinger@msn.com 


REAL ESTATE 


Loyal. Obedient. 
And House Trained. 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist” 


ASI IK. 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


612-298-5400 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


Advertise your 
business in 


THE NETWORK 


Call 
612-436-4698 


« 
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BACKTALK * THROUGH THESE EYES 


The 
Lancelot Boy 


ne of my great treasures 
as a child was a plastic 
crown decorated with 
emeralds, rubies, and 
sapphires. It was too big 
for my head, so it sat on 
my ears, giving me something of a dement- 
ed Dumbo-meets-Frodo air. In my crown, I 
reigned over Matchbox cars and G.I. Joes in 
a kingdom of bathtubs and bedtimes. I was 
no longer Justin the Boy. I was Justin the 
King. That is, until King Arthur came along. 

The story of King Arthur and his 
Knights offered everything a young king 
desires: armor and swords, magic and 
power, enchantment and triumph. I in- 
vented my own version of the story for 
my friends, and, being the only boy in the 
neighborhood with a crown, I became Ar- 
thur. My best friend was Merlin. Barbie 
was my Queen Guinevere. Others played 
knights and villains. All envied my spray- 
painted symbol of power. 

As I entered puberty, I lost interest in 
the pretend, but my adoration for Arthur 
and his men only had begun. I began to 
view them in an unspeakable, romantic 
way. It wasn’t Arthur who stole my heart— 
Га grown tired of him. He represented my 
life before sexual revolution. 

It was instead one of his men: Sir 
Lancelot. He was the proverbial knight 
in shining armor. He swept an unhappy 
Guinevere off her feet with promises of 
adventure and passion. 

Lancelot would do the same for me. 
He’d dispel my suburban existence ruled 
by grades and rehearsals. He’d protect me, 
and wash away the pain of my childhood. 
He'd whisk me away into Happily Ever Af- 
ter. I watched for his glistening form on the 
horizon for years. 

Of course, Lancelot never came. When- 
ever I thought he had, he turned out to 
be another Arthur: a false hope—a stale, 


crumbling dream. 

I was in college when I finally accept- 
ed this, but my life was no more my own. 
Rather than bathtubs and bedtimes, I now 
answered to class schedules, professors, 
and a part-time job. I answered to the pres- 
sures of my future—my comfortable, bland 
future. АП Arthur. No Lancelot. 

I was back home one weekend when 
my niece, as old as I was when I discov- 
ered Arthur, found a picture. “Look Uncle 
Justin," she said, "It's you." 

The picture was 10 years old, and 
smelled of an old book, musty from being 
stored away so long. It had that unmistak- 
able early-90s look about it. The colors 
were dull. It had a crease in the middle. 

There I was, standing in the open front 
door to my grandmother's house. I was 
smiling the awful gremlin smile that was 
my trademark as a child—my eyes nearly 
shut, my smile so forced and wide. I was 
wearing jeans dirty at the knees, tucked 
into cowboy boots, with a green pillowcase 
safety-pinned around my neck as a cape. I 
was holding a sword. My ears were bent 
outward uncomfortably under the weight 
of an oversized crown. 

My niece began her breathless in- 
terview: *How old were you? How many 
friends did you have? Where's my Dad? 
Did you get in trouble 'cause of your jeans? 
You look silly. Where's that crown? Will 
you give it to me?" 

So, I put her on my lap, and told her the 
fairy tale of a young Uncle Justin and his 
Knights of the Round Table. I recounted 
tales of silly adventures, of bravery and 
valor, of the trouble I caused. 

AsIremembered my hope, my dreams, 
and my optimism as a child, I realized that 
all the time Га been waiting for Lancelot to 
rescue me really had been spent awaiting 
someone else—someone more important. 
Me. JUSTIN JONES 


CLASSIFIEDS 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Are you passionate 
about advertising? 
Do you have a track 
record of success? 


Work as a print 
and/or online 
Advertising Account 
Executive for 
Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing 
and events. 


You should possess 
ong sales skills, 
be self-motivated, 
energetic, goal-oriented, 
organized, responsible, 
and able to work 
as part of a team. 


Make your dream 
a reality. 


Send your 
cover letter 
and 


resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 


No phone calls please. 


A Justice Centered Holiday Market & GLBT 
Book Fair. Cherokee Park United Church, 
Saturday, December 4, 11:00am - 3:00pm. 
Great opportunity to enhance your holiday 
gift-giving experience by purchasing unique 
cultural gifts, crafts, art, GLBT books 
addressing safety, self-defense, saying no 
to suicide, much more. Also opportunities 
to make gift donations in support of 
organizations that work to address 
critical human and environmental needs. 
Refreshments available. More information 
visit: www.cherokeeparkunited.org or call, 
(651) 227-4275. 371 W. Baker St, St. Paul, 
MN 55107. Cherokee Park United Church 
is an Open and Affirming, Multicultural, 
Antiracist congregation affiliated with the 
United Church of Christ and Presbyterian 
Church [0.5.А.). 


FLAMINGOS DIVINE FINDS • An Occasional 
Sale e Next sale: Wednesday - Sunday, 
December 8-12, 10am - 6pm, 3404 Cedar 
Ave. Minneapolis, MN (612) 767-4548. 


COTTAGE HOUSE • Ап Occasional 
Market * Next sales: HOLIDAY KICK OFF! 
NOVEMBER 26-28 then... A COTTAGE 
CHRISTMAS! • DECEMBER 8, 9, 10, 11, 
12. Winter Hours: 10am-ópm. * 4304 
Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com. 


HOME SERVICES 


La Prep Wallpaper Stripping and Painting, 
Inc. Women owned and operated www. 
la-prep.com. (952) 943-2419, laprepmn(a 
yahoo.com. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, flexible 
schedules. — tliddellcleaning(dyahoo.com. 
Call Terry: (612) 834-4887. 


The Maids Home Services gives you the 
healthiest, most thorough housecleaning, 
guaranteed! Supervised teams, bonded, 
insured, environmentally safe cleaning 
products are why Nobody Outcleans The 
Maids. Free estimates (952) 929-6243. 
www.maids.com. 


ECO-GREEN RESIDENTIAL CLEANING 
SERVICE. $40 discount for first time 
customers. GREEN DARLENE. Professional 
staff-bonded and insured. Budget 
friendly to bring you a sparkling clean. 
Free estimates. (612) 232-6573. www. 
greendarlene.com. 


PHOTOGRAPHERS 


Rogue Photography has a unique vision and 
is passionate about her photography. Call 
Ann for your family portraits, weddings, 
senior pics, pets, and real estate listings. 
(612) 308-1488. www.roguephotography. 
com. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


ROSS AALGAARD, MDiv, MSW, LGSW. 
Transforming mind & spirit. Individual, 
couples, family, group therapy at 1200 
Marquette Ave, Minneapolis. Contact (612) 
332-7743 x285, raalgaard(dwpc-mpls.org. 
Visit: www.westminstercounseling.org. 


DENNIS CHRISTIAN, LICSW. (612) 940- 
7033. www.dennischristian.com. 


Are you in crisis, feeling depressed or 
struggling with life? Do you need to talk 
to a mental health professional now? Call 
Tris Casciaro, MA LPC, 1-866-864-8924. 
Accepts Visa/MC/AmEx/Discover. 


OWEN KONECNIK, MA, MSW, LICSW, 
Psychotherapist: Individual and couples 
counseling. Confidential, non-judgmental, 
affirming. Sliding scale fee available. Credit 
cards accepted. Free phone consultation. 
Lake & Lyndale location. (612) 558-6094. 
www.counselorminneapolis.com. 


EMPLOYMENT EVENTS PSYCHOTHERAPY THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


R & R STUDIO. A rub above the rest. 
Offering Therapeutic Massage. SPECIAL: 
$60/hour or $75/1.5 hour. In/Out by 
appointment only. Convenient downtown 
location. Free parking. Ryan, (952) 261- 
4944. athleticbulldog2004{ayahoo.com. 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis (d (612) 306-6323. 


FULL BODY DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE. Relax 
& Unwind from Head to Toe. Private S. Mpls 
Studio. Music, Candles, Jacuzzi, Full Bath. 
In/Out Calls. 7 days. 10am - 10pm. (612) 
388-8993. Keith. 


IRENE GREENE, MSEd, Psychotherapist: 
24 years experience. Individual, Couples 
Counseling, Mediation. Life changes, 


relationship, gender, sexuality, parenting, 
anger, anxiety, depression. Coming Out, 
Sexual Abuse, DID Groups. Sliding fee. 
Professional, nonjudgmental, confidential. 
irenegreene(dearthlink. 


(612) 874-6442. 


RENTALS-RESIDENTIAL 


TILSNER ARTIST COOP - 1, 2, & 3 BR Lofts 
from $893. Move-in by 1/1/11 & get your 
first month rent FREE! Amazing live/work 
spaces for artists! Find out more: www. 
TilsnerLiving.com or Call: (651) 203-6704. 


St. Paul upper 3 BR, 2 BA, 2000 square 
feet of charm! Hardwood floors, crown 
moldings, in unit laundry, appliances. 
Great light, views, 2 car parking. $1350. 
Available now. (414) 333-3479. 


SPA SERVICES 


THE SPA by PetertGlaser(dyahoo.com. 
2736 Hennepin, UPTOWN. 612.986.4929 
Catering to the Beauty Rituals for all Men 
and Women. Handcrafted Natural Facials. 
Body and Brazilian Waxing and Trimming. 
Manicures. Pedicures. Massage. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


FULL BODY MASSAGE. Warm relaxing 
atmosphere, Minneapolis. Hour Massage 
$60.00. Shower Available. (612) 219-6743. 7 
days a week, 10 am - 10 pm. Therapist: 5'10, 
1678, 32 waist. 


BORING...BORING...BORING !!! Sick of 
boring, mediocre sessions? This time... 
get unbelievably pampered and have lots 
of fun with a hot, talented masseur! These 
sessions are very unique, extremely 
erotic, totally uninhibited, and smokin’ 
hot!!! Call for details (no pressure to hire] - 
you're gonna love this! Kevin, (612 


Treat yourself to а complete relaxation. 
Trained by the Aveda Institute. Over five 
years in practice. Emanual Tekle, CMT (612) 
396-8912, www.MassageFitnessMpls.com. 


ZENTRAL MASSAGE welcomes the GLBT 
community to a customized therapeutic 
massage, facial or body polish with a 
trained therapist. Music, hot towels and 
comfortable tables enhance your relaxation 
journey. (612) 369-8641. 


LAVENDER 


MAGAZINE.COM 


To reserve 
your space 
in the 


CLASSIFIEDS 


please 
contact 


Suzanne Farrell 
(612) 436-4699 


Suzanne@lavendermagazine.com 
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Community Connection brings vis- 
ibility to local GLBT-friendly non-profit 
organizations. To reserve your list- 
ing in Community Connection, call 
612-436-4698 or email advertising® 
lavendermagazine.com. 


E) 
AIDS/HIV & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 

Community Center for Individuals Living with 
HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, Food Shelf and 
Supportive Services. 

730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www.aliveness.org 


HIM Program 

One of the Red Door Services of the 
Hennepin County Public Health Clinic. 
525 Portland Ave. 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.himprogram.org 
www.StopSyphilisNOW.org 
www.CrystalClearMN.org 
www.inSPOT.org/Minnesota 


Minnesota AIDS Project AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide referral 
service to connect with HIV information and 
resources. 

1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 

(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health Treatment 
Program for Adults Living with HIV/AIDS. 
710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals 
to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over The 
World And Every Period Of Human History. 
Free Admission Daily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


Zeitgeist Arts Cafe 

Duluth’s newest dining experience 

offering contemporary American dining and 
full bar in an artilled setting. 

222 E. Superior St. 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-9100 


www.zeitgeistartscafe.com 


CO-OP LIVING. 

Old Town in Town Co-op. 

1 to 3 bdrms from $650-$1,225. www. 
oldtownintown.org (612) 209-2045 Ask 
about Move In Specials! 
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EDUCATION 

Art Institutes International Minnesota 
Helping prepare students for careers in the 
visual and practical arts. 

15 South 9th Street 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-3361 


www.artinstitutes.edu/minneapolis 


Minnesota Online High School 

Small, public online high school open to any 
Minnesota resident in grades 9 through 12. 
1313 5th St. SE, Ste. 300 

Minneapolis, MN 

(800) 764-8166 

www.mnohs.org 


EVENTS 


Minneapolis Bike Tour 

Annual bike ride in September supporting 
Minneapolis Parks. Fully supported route, 
refreshments and music in finish area. 
2117 West River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 230-6400 
www.minneapolisbiketour.com 
mplsbiketour&minneapolisparks.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


GLBTCALLITQUITS.COM 
If you're ready to quit smoking, 
we're here to support you. 


(866) 434.9736 


Rainbow Health Initiative 

Working to improve the health of LGBTQ 
Minnesotans through education, clinical 
practice, outreach, and advocacy. RHI is 
the lead agency for the MN Tobacco-free 
Lavender Communities. 

611-A West Lake Street 

Minneapolis, MN 

(877) 499-7744 
www.rainbowhealth.org 

www.mntlc.org 


Sexual Health Empowerment (S.H.E.) 
Clinic 

Uninsured? Underinsured? Sexual health 
services for female-bodied, queer-identified 
individuals provided on a sliding fee scale. 
33 South 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 332-2311 


www.midwesthealthcenter.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of DVDs, 
books, and magazines. 

Check out our online catalogue. 

1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 641-0969 

www.Gqlibrary.org 


LITERACY 


The Loft Literary Center 

Where writers learn from other writers. Visit 
www.loft.org for classes, events, conferences, 
and more. 

1011 Washington Ave S. Suite 200 

Open Book Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-2575 

www.loft.org 


loft@loft.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


Minnesota Public Radio 

Providing in depth news coverage, classical 
music and emerging artists 

on our three regional services. 


(651) 290-1212 


www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the award-winning studentrun 
radio station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a leading 
venue for the presentation of the art of our 
time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 375-7600 


www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Flower Shop Project 

Producing new and local works of theatre 
that are smart, ballsy and fundamentally 
entertaining. 

At Bryant-Lake Bowl & Patrick's Cabaret 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 388-8628 


www.theflowershopproject.com 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State and Pantages Theatres 
Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 673-0404 


www.HennepinTheatreDistrict.org 


History Theatre 

Plays and musicals that illuminate the broad 
American experience, 

celebrating local legends, rock 

icons, and everyday people. 

30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 


www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally Renowned For Developing 
Artists and New Work While Sparking 
Conversation About Challenging 

Human Issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., #704 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 www.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing contemporary 
and classic works in an intimate setting in the 
lynlake neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
"Giving Voice to the Human Experience" - 

New and Rarely-Seen Musicals. 

8520 W. 29th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 605-3298 


www.aboutmmt.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America’s 
leading symphony orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 371-5656 (800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating performing 
arts and educational 

programs that enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds through 
exceptional talent and masterful stories. 
20 West Seventh Pl. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art of musical 
theater under the artistic direction of Peter 
Rohstein. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

America’s most exciting opera company - 
tickets start at just $20. 

620 М. Ist St. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 342-9550 


www.mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


University of Minnesota Theatre Arts 
and Dance 

Educating artists and audiences through a diverse 
mix of performances on both land and water. 

U of M Theatre 

330 21st Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 624-2345 


www.theatre.umn.edu 


PETS/PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 

Adoption, rescue, outreach, training, 
boarding. Buffalo, Coon Rapids, Golden 
Valley, St. Paul and Woodbury. 

(763) 432-4527 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Wildcat Sanctuary 

A non-profit accredited sanctuary for over 
100 abandoned and abused bobcats, tigers, 
leopards and more. 

Sandstone, MN 

(320) 245-6871 


www.wildcatsanctuary.org 


BACKTALK * DATELAND 


Lessons from Sheep 


'm writing this from a remote cottage in the Lake District of Eng- 
land. Across the road is the highest mountain in England (it’s 
not that high) and the deepest lake (it’s not that deep)—perfect 
record-holders for this country, which considers moderation in 


all things a top virtue. 


The one thing England seems to relish overindulging in: sheep. 
The countryside is lousy with them, and I’m absolutely surrounded by them 
at the moment. Upon waking, I looked out my window, and a sheep was 
blinking at me. Hundreds of them roam the foothills outside the cottage, 
baaaaaaing, munching on grass, and clogging up the road to the pub. 


At first, these creatures charmed me, but 
after several days, they began to work on my 
nerves. That’s mainly because even after I ex- 
tended a hand in friendship—trying to strike up 
conversation; refusing to eat them even when 
cooked up in delicious meat pies; and sing- 
ing charming rhyme songs about the terrible 
scourge of wolves—they simply ignored me. 

It was quite a disappointment, considering 
that I have a history of winning over farm ani- 
mals. I’m beloved by pigs, goats, and horses. 

When I told a local farmer my frustration, 
he explained that grazing animals have no in- 
terest in humans, because they don’t rely on 
us for food. It was quite a shock! Apparently, 
animals only want us for our food. They feign 
unconditional love in order to get it. I made 
a note to have a chat with my dogs when I 


returned home. 

As long as the farmer and I were on the 
subject of sheep, I asked why many of them 
had colorful spots on their coats. It looked 
as if a graffiti artist had been turned loose 
in the pasture, and attacked the sheep with 
cans of spray paint. 

“Oh, that were a tuppin’ mark,” the farmer 
said. (Some English have trouble with their 
tenses.) Unfortunately, charming English 
country folk in quaint villages do not come 
with subtitles, so I had to wait until I got 
home to Google a translation. 

“Tupping” is the mark left by a ram after 
he has his way with a lady sheep. In other 
words, it’s a shtupping mark. The farmer 
sprays the ram’s nether regions with paint 
(what a fun job!), and the paint rubs off on 


the welcoming ewe. 

Shakespeare’s Othello has a famous “tup- 
ping” line, but ГЇЇ let you look that up your- 
self, because it’s shocking and racist. 

This information gave me a fresh per- 
spective on sheep. As I passed pasture after 
pasture, and saw ewe after ewe with telltale 
tupping marks, I came to the stunning con- 
clusion that all lady sheep are sluts! This 
gave me a whole new respect for sheep. 

Then, this morning, while hiking in the 
foothills, I came upon a pasture of rams. One 
of them had several colorful tupping marks 
on his rump! I immediately trotted back to 
the farmer with this exciting news. 

“Oi, that ram were a pofftah,” the farmer 
said calmly. “The other rams tup "ш. He 
don’t mind a bit.” 

When I asked if any similar action was 
occurring among lady sheep, he nodded 
sagely, “Aye, but it’s harder to tell. When a 
ewe likes another ewe, she just stands very 
close to her, and won't leave her side." 

This behavior could go on for the lifetime 
of the ewes, each standing close to each other, 
neither of them willing to make the first move. 

Suddenly, all those years spent making 
meaningless eye contact with cute girls at 
lesbian bars made perfect sense to me. 

“We're all just sheep, ain't we?” the farm- 
er asked. JENNIFER PARELLO 


TROLIN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


VA MANO MORALINA 
ME OBLICA AIR AL 
PANO AOSCURAG Y 
A NI RAR PAPA OTRO 
LADO $i HAGO №, 


The Morality Hand forces me to go to the 
bathroom in the dark, and look the other 
way when | pee. 


She forces me to cover the mirrors that 
show my nakedness. 


NE OBLICA ATATAR 
10% ESPE 30S FARA 
QUE NO REFLEJEN 
Ni DESNUDEZ- 


And the worst part.... 


por RODRO 


[HE PIT 


РШЕ уд 


She has me wear diapers! 
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POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Human Rights Campaign 

Advocates for all GLBT Americans, mobilizes 
rassroots action, invests strategically to elect 

ndd individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 Minneapolis, MN 

www.twincities.hrc.org www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 
Founded by same-sex couples suing the 
State for marriage equality. We welcome 
our support. 
. O. Box 22256 
Robbinsdale, MN 
(763) 219-1206 
www.marrymeminnesota.org 
Minnesota Log Cabin Republicans 
Inclusion Wins. 
115 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 


www.mnlogcabin.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the area of 
public policy, anti-violence, education and 
training, and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride celebration 
seeks sponsors, volunteers, and board 
members. Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

612) 305-6900 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of Christ. 
333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran Church 
Upbeat, growing congregation committed 
to inclusion, justice, peace, community and 
proclaiming God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey With Hennepin's 
Faith Community Through Worship, 
Education, Fellowship, Service, and More. 
511 Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 871-5303 


www.haumc.org 


Mayflower Community Congre- 
gational United Church of Christ 
Ап open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 

106 Е. Diamond Lake Rd. 

(I-35 & Diamond Lake Rd.) 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824.0761 
www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. Progressive 
Christianity, Traditional Setting & Service, 
Social Action, The Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 
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St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith journey... 
St. Mark's Welcomes You. 

519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church 
with Wingspan Ministry 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATION + 
WITNESS + ADVOCACY + Outreach of 
St. Paul-Reformation Church to the GLBTQA 
Community. 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224.3371 


www.stpaulref.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as Generous 
and Just as God's Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


RETIREMENT 


The Kenwood Retirement Community 
Our full service retirement community 
provides Independent, Assisted Living and 
Short Term apartment rentals. 

825 Summit Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 374-8100 


www.thekenwood.net 


SEXUAL HEALTH 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual health 
service to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Avenue 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


Man2Man 

Interactive events where guys talk to one 
another about being gay/bi, dating, 
sex, life! 

Metro (612) 626-7937 
1-800-552-8636 

www.M2M.mn 


SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS 
Imperial Court of Minnesota 
P.O. Box 582417 

Minneapolis, MN 


www.impcourtmn.com 


SOCIAL JUSTICE 


Community Shares of Minnesota 
Community Shares of Minnesota raises 
funds and awareness for local organizations 
fighting for justice 

and equality. 

1619 Dayton Avenue, Suite 323 

St.Paul, MN 

(651) 647-0440 

changeisbetter.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League 
(TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 


www.tcgsl.org 


STUDENT/CAMPUS/ALUMNI 


University of Minnesota GLBTA 
Programs Office 

Dedicated to improving campus climate by 
developing and supporting more inclusive 
understandings of gender and sexuality. 
46 Appleby Hall 

128 Pleasant St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-0537 

www.glbta.umn.edu 


Community Connection Event 


TRAVEL 


Door County Visitor Bureau 
www.doorcounty.com 


Grand Marais Area Tourism 
Association 

Visit the North Shore's only harbor 
village - art, dining, shopping, outdoor 
activities, the perfect escape. 

P.O Box 1048 

13 North Broadway Ave 

Grand Marais, MN 

(888) 922-5000 

(218) 387-2524 


www.grandmarais.com 


Palm Springs Bureau of Tourism 
America's Gay Oasis is Beautiful 
Palm Springs. 

www.palm-springs.org 


Winneshiek County Convention & 
Visitors Bureau / Discover Decorah 
Refresh, rejuvenate, rekindle....whatever 
R&R you're up for, the Decorah area is the 
ultimate heaven 

507 West Water Street 

Decorah, IA 52101 

(800) 463-4692 


www.visitdecorah.com 


ZOOS 


Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 animals 
to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


Www.mnzoo.org 


BACKTALK * CONSIDER THE SOURCE 


On Purpose 


Having failed in a personal quest to find 
purpose in my life, I recently created a task 
force to conduct a search, and report back to 
me on December 1. 

The committee, composed of community 
leaders, clergy, and clif£divers, met at 8 PM 
on my birthday, November 17. The minutes 
from that meeting follow: 

1. Committee chairman Rufus Williams 
moved to disband the committee, citing ex- 
haustion. 

2. Joanne Flugal seconded the motion, 
citing futility in the committee’s mission. 
Flugal, who is responsible for finding pro- 
spective employers, shared the results of her 
search with the committee: 

“One hundred local companies were con- 
tacted. I explained, in detail, our goal to pro- 
vide purpose to Ms. Dafydd’s life. Only one 
company, Boundary Water Taffy, expressed 
interest. Though no job was available, they 
offered to keep Ms. Dafydd's résumé on file 
for one year. They then issued a challenge to 
all industries to keep the Dafydd résumé on 
file for a year.” 

3. Reggie Mayfield, who had led the com- 
mittee’s facility search, reported back on his 
efforts to find a place for Julie Dafydd to loi- 
ter, if employment proves unattainable: 

“Most of the facilities I contacted were 
familiar with Dafydd’s work in this area. The 
only enthusiastic response, however, came 
from a Denny Hecker used car tent.” 

4. Next to address the committee was San- 
ford Payrack, a lifelong member of Villagers 
Unite! It’s a community volunteer group that has 
spearheaded numerous grassroots campaigns: 

“I demand to be paid for this crap!” he said. 

5. State Senator Missy Bachman spoke of 
pending legislation to provide state-mandat- 
ed purpose to Dafydd's life: 

“Ihave recently authored a bill that would 
allow Dafydd unlimited use of the phrase: 
‘We now compete in a global marketplace.’ 
It got me elected without knowing anything, 
and should be made available to those who 
desperately need to make an impression." 

6. Chuck Millman reported to the com- 
mittee on bids he has received to restring 
Ms. Dafydd's childhood softball mitt: 

"As the committee knows, I have long felt 
that repair of said mitt is certain to lift Julie's 
morale, and make her more of an active par- 


ticipant in Nerf Ball-catching events staged 
in her apartment. 

^We received three bids: 

Zimbrose Stitching—$23 

Leonard Leatherworks—$33 

Target Stadium Commission—$2.83 million 

“I recommend the contract be awarded 
to Mr. Zimbrose, and he be adequately 
forewarned of the condition of Dafydd's 
apartment, and he be required to view it be- 
forehand by watching outtakes from an up- 
coming episode of Hoarders." 

7. The committee recessed for 10 minutes, 
and began an impromptu game of craps. 

8. The committee reconvened to discuss 
the chairman's motion to disband. In an in- 
formal voice vote, the tally was: yeeehahhh! 

9. Jeff Crump, a purported friend of Ms. 
Dafydd's, asked to address the committee. 
He was allotted two minutes, and charged 
$6. Crump's remarks follow: 

“I have known Julie for at least a few 
weeks. In that time, I have seen her trans- 
formed from a slothful recluse to a shadow 
of that. She asked me to speak to you, the 
committee, to give her a sense of purpose 
by offering her a position on this commit- 
tee. She, more than anyone, is intimate with 
her own struggles. In her own words: ‘There 
are so many different types of cheese these 
days.' Please give her someone to share her 
words with. Thank you." 

10. Chairman Williams moved to charge 
Crump a $4 overtime charge, invoking a 
clause from the MSP Airport parking hand- 
book, the Talmud of airport pricing. 

11. In another voice vote, the committee 
considered Crump's recommendation that 
Dafydd be included on the committee. The 
result was an overwhelming: “NOPE-NOPE- 
NOPE-NOPE-NOPE-NOPE-NOPE." 

12. Chairman Williams, after a brief dis- 
cussion of new business and new cheese, 
moved for adjournment. 

In case you hadn't already guessed, I 
have a real problem dealing with the holiday 
break from college. No homework? No play 
rehearsal? No student bong parties? I’m a 
lost woman with no purpose. 

Well, hell, consider the source, and meet- 
ing adjourned. 

Bye for now. 

Kiss, kiss. JULIE DAFYDD 
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BACKTALK * MS. BEHAVIOR® 


Lonely Lesbian Pesters Gay Boys 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

My partner and I always have kept to our- 
selves, but now, we have this new neighbor 
who just moved in, and constantly shows up 
on the doorstep. 

Yvonne is a nice older woman, but lonely. 
She's a lesbian whose girlfriend died eons 
ago, and she never found another one. 

It seems that Yvonne never gets to spend 
time with gay people, and now, she's thrilled 
to have “gay boys" (that's what she calls us) 
living near by. 

Constantly, Yvonne talks about gay this and 
gay that. She clearly is stuck in the "70s and 
'80s. She still goes on about dancing at New 
York bars in the old days. She manages to fit 
the word "fabulous" into every sentence. 

Yvonne finds little excuses to come over, 
and drop by to talk. She walks by our house 
several times a day, hoping to catch my part- 
ner or me at home. 

We have had Yvonne to dinner, but she 
also tends to stop by when she sees us en- 


tertaining in the yard. Our friends find her 
off-putting, though benign. 

We plan to have a few parties around the 
holidays. Of course, we will invite Yvonne to the 
small one we're having for a few neighbors. 

But how do we let Yvonne know that 
she's not welcome at our other parties? How 
do we tell her that she needs to be invited to 
show up at our door? 

—JIM AND ALBERT 


Dear Jim and Albert: 

Talking to a lonely older person, especially 
a widow, is a mitzvah (a good deed)—plus, you 
never know when you might need a cup of sugar 
or some local gossip—but it must be balanced 
with your own need for peace and privacy. 

Neglecting to deal directly with your 
neighbor’s lack of boundaries means she 
may take over your property like a weed. 
You'll be held hostage by chatter about dis- 
co, mullets, and Stonewall, while trying to 
entertain visitors in your own yard. 


Practice a few gentle phrases, like: “This 
isn't a great time, but we'd love to see you lat- 
er”; or, “Some old friends just dropped by. We'll 
catch up with you when we have more time." 

If Yvonne does not respond to or even no- 
tice social cues, and continues to show up, you'll 
have to be even more direct, perhaps using lan- 
guage she understands: “We're happy to spend 
time discussing Harvey Milk with you, but we 
also need some alone time with our ‘gay boy’ 
friends, so we can impersonate Bette Midler and 
Judy Garland, and snort poppers and dance." 

Then, stop by briefly once in a while, or 
invite Yvonne to come over, but only after call- 
ing or e-mailing, and setting a precise time. 

If you model the behavior of making ap- 
pointments before showing up, let's hope 
Yvonne will get the message that's what's 
expected of her, too. 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 
I stumbled on your site and your far- 
fetched advice. 


Visit one of our 10 local stores, 
or checkout our website 


FantasyGifts.com 
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St. Paul 


Call. Cruise. Connect. 


Minneapolis 

952.938.8700 
763.226.2929 
612.465.7255 


651.305.2737 


Better Value than Competitors! 
More FREE Features! 
No Per Minute Charges! 


For other local numbers call: 


1-888- -MegaMates 


MegaMatesMen.com 


1-888-634-2628 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888) 634.2628 18+ ©2010 PC LLC 


Why do you make excuses for lesbians, 
when, in fact, most of them are hostile, es- 
pecially to men. Are you yourself a lesbian? 
Are you speaking from experience? 

I am a gay man who has a lesbian sis- 
ter. Unfortunately, Гуе been around many 
lesbians, including my sister, who are 
hostile. You would think that’s what they 
live for. They don’t care about anything 
but other lesbians. 

They act like men, dress like men, use 
strap-ons, and have serious penis envy! 
Yet, oddly enough, they hate men, and are 
so vicious toward most men. The men they 
do get along with are the really fem ones. 

—MARK 


Dear Mark: 

Please allow Ms. Behavior to come 
out to you as a lesbian, and to apologize 
on behalf of all lesbians who have at any 
time envied your penis, and threatened 
your masculinity. It would be best if you 
could see a shrink immediately to deal 
with your feelings of diminishment. 

If this seems too far-fetched, Ms. Be- 
havior would like to arrange a no-cost 
healing experience for you. If you just will 
provide your home address, she happily 
will send a gaggle of kind-hearted lesbi- 
ans clad in camisoles and flowing skirts 
who will behave with the utmost feminin- 
ity and respect in understanding your 
pain, and healing your psychic wounds. 

They will bake you bread, and let you 
rest your head on their warm bosoms. 
Let’s hope these sweet, loving lesbians 
won't wear any penile accessories beneath 
their lady clothes. They will make up for all 
you've suffered at the hands of mean les- 
bians who wear men's suits and strap-ons! 
MERYL COHEN 


© 2010 Meryl Cohn. Address questions and correspondence 
to «msbehavior(daol.com». She is the author of Do What 
| Say: Ms. Behavior's Guide to Gay and Lesbian Etiquette 
[Houghton Mifflin]. Signed copies are available directly from 
the author. 
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